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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the
Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoel Nachmani zy'a,
author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,
who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth
and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.
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hy it was specifically the Priestly
Offerings that Dovid Yearned to Bring
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This is the offering of Aharon and his sons...

The Yalkut Shimoni expounds on the wording of this
Passuk, and says the following. 13292 2720 , 9018 "HNI "1
1T 2°N32 1702 ,0°R°W1 W 112723 RIN 71712 WITR0 1972 10K YW
.’121 110K 1277 N7 2°N3 18112777 - Rebbi Nechemia said: The
sacrifices that Aharon offered were as beloved to Hashem
as the sacrifices offered by the Priests [i.e. the sacrifices
that the Priests brought for the inauguration of the
Mishkan]. [The Midrash goes on to explain that we learn
this from the similar wording that the Torah choose to
use when introducing these two sacrifices.] By the
Priest's sacrifices the Torah says, 'This is the offering...’
Similarly, by Aharon's sacrifices the Torah says, 'This is
the offering of Aharon and his sons...".

In this vein, the Midrash also relates to us how much
King Dovid desired to offer those Priestly sacrifices.
N%y 2°’NJ37T KN RTN .D°R°WI 12722 71T 7°0 MI8NN TR 17 DX
1277 98 D’TINY D°2°K D719 12 W'W 1277 72 PR .72 NPYR DNn
.D°8°W1 - Rav Idi said: Dovid yearned to bring the
sacrifices of the Priests, as Dovid had said, 'Fat burnt-
offerings I shall offer You with the burnings of rams. I
shall prepare large cattle along with goats, always'; and
there is no set of sacrifices that includes within it cattle,
ram, and goats, other than those sacrifices that the

Priests offered during the Mishkan's inauguration.

The question is, why was it specifically those sacrifices

that the Priests offered during the inauguration of the
Mishkan that Dovid yearned to bring, more than any
other sacrifice that were offered in the Mishkan.
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The Gemara in Sotah v tells us the following. *8n
RYNR 120N NIRI 7PN 98 .N%0N MIRI 071W°7 ‘N2 D778 1137 N7
.DN"WYNI DIPRIY 105w ROW 71T Nwn T .n2nn M - What is
the meaning of that which is written, 'Sing joyfully, O
righteous, to Hashem; because for the upright praise is
fitting'? Do not read it n%nn NiN1 - the righteous should
sing joyfully, because for them 'praise is fitting'; but
rather n2nn N - the righteous should sing joyfully,
because they merited to erect lasting 'places of praise’.
This refers to Moshe and Dovid, for their enemies did
not gain control over their handiwork.

¢ ¢ o

When David yearned to bring the Priestly offerings, is
wasn't the offerings, per se, that he yearned to bring,
rather it was the building of the Bais Hamikdash that he
truly yearned for. For Dovid knew that were he to build
the Bais Hamikdash, the enemies of the Jewish People
would never be able to gain control over it and destroy
it, for as the Gemara teaches us, 'the enemies of Moshe
and Dovid were unable to gain control over their
handiwork’. Dovid also knew, as Yechezkel would
eventually prophesize many years later ,a'm an 1) that
at the inauguration of the last and ultimate Bais
Hamikdash which will never be destroyed, we will merit
once again to offer those very sacrifices that the Priest
offered at the inauguration of the original Mishkan.

It was to this that Dovid referred to when he yearned
to offer those priestly offerings. He was actually yearning
to merit to build the Bais Hamikdash, which if built by
him, would indeed have been inaugurated with those

priestly offerings. (T IR TINWID PUDY Y1)
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the great Sabbath - Passover Haggada

How Being Scattered Across the Globe
Throughout Our Many Years in Exile Was To
Our Benefit
1hy Ty 7252 TN ’hY 1D mIEARY TYY N0
MDY LY DI 9T 9T 225w KON nivah
870 13’?’3?_2 N7 9192 NP
It is that pledge to Avraham Avinu that has sustained our
forefathers and us; that it has not been merely one nation who
has risen up against us determined to destroy us. Rather, in
every generation they rise up against us to destroy us, but

Hashem always rescues us from their hands.

The simple reading of this passage in the Haggadah clearly
appears to be conveying that this itself ‘that it has not been merely
one nation who has risen up against us determined to destroy us’
is what ‘sustained our forefathers and us’. It would seem that the
Haggadah is implying to us, that only because of Hashem’s pledge
to Avraham at the covenant, that He would watch over the Jewish
people and protect them from all the nations that will rise up
against them, did He exile them, scattered, across many lands.
Consequently, it was not merely one nation who stood up against
the Jewish people; rather it was many host-nations who had the
ability to do so.

This idea appears to be quite difficult to comprehend, for how
can it be that it would be safer and more secure for the Jewish
people to be scattered across many lands and to consequently
have to confront many host-nations rising up against them, rather
than to be exiled together to one land and to confront only one

single host-nation who would seek to destroy them.
* 0

The Gemara in Pesachim v m) brings the following. R’ Oshaya
said: “What is the meaning of that which Devorah and Barak
praised Hashem, upon their miraculous victory over the army of
Sisra, when they said as follows; > 0 poorw) 87972 11D NPTS -

‘They will recount the righteous deeds that Hashem performed,
for His open cities in Israel’. [ According to its literal translation,
the Passuk predicts that the Jewish people will thank Hashem for
being able to live securely in open and un-walled cities.] This
Passuk can be interpreted [through transposing the letters 7 and
1 in the word 131719 - His open cities, and thus yielding the word

11710 - He scattered them] to mean that Hashem performed a
righteous deed with the Jews in that He scattered them among the
nations”. This was a point that was mentioned in the following
conversation, in which a certain apostate said to R’ Chanina, “We
are better than you. Concerning you it is written, 3 "o 8" '8 pIRD)
1 DW 2w’ D°WTN WY - ‘For six months the Jews stayed there until
they had destroyed all the males of Edom. But as for us, you have
been with us for many years and we have not done anything to
you”. R’ Chanina responded to him, “With your consent, I will
let one of my students reply”. R’ Oshaya then came forward and
responded to the apostate and said; “You have not eliminated the
Jews only because you do not know how to do it! If you were to
say ‘Let us destroy all of them’, that option would be ruled out
because not all the Jews are under your control, for they are
scattered among several nations, and if you were to decide to kill
only those who are under your control, that option would be ruled
out as well, because through the efforts of the Jews who would
survive in other countries, you will be called a genocidal
government, and your reputation will be tarnished”. Upon hearing
his reply, the apostate said, “I swear by the wall of the Romans
that it is with this thought that we go up and down, as we constantly

grapple with this very dilemma”.
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According to this notion we can understand why it was indeed
more secure for the Jewish People to have always been scattered
and dispersed across many lands throughout their years in exile,
and how this was actually part of Hashem’s master plan in
protecting His chosen and beloved people. For had the entire
Jewish nation all been exiled to one land, their host-nation would
have been much more motivated and prepared to annihilate them,
and only because no single nation has ever hosted the Jewish
nation in its entirety did they never actually destroy us.

We can now truly appreciate the passage of the Haggadah where
we say, 1’M23% 1375y Ty 7291 TNR KW 1121 1°MIARY NTyw R - It
is that pledge to Avraham Avinu that has sustained our forefathers
and us; that it has not been merely one nation who has risen up
against us determined to destroy us, for it was indeed only in the
merit of Hashem’s pledge to Avraham Avinu that we were exiled
to many lands, and were thus confronted throughout our years
in exile by the many host-nations who were constantly rising up,

trying to destroy us. (1 MR NDD YW 1IN TNV Y
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