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Tetzaveh
The Stones Which Will Be Used  

To Rebuild the Walls of Yerushalayim 
עָה  אַרְבָּ אֶבֶן  מִלֻאַת  בוֹ  וּמִלֵאתָ  ט...  פָּ מִשְׁ ן  חֹשֶׁ יתָ  וְעָשִׂ
פֵה  וְיָשְׁ הַם  וְשֹׁ ישׁ  רְשִׁ תַּ הָרְבִיעִי  וְהַטוּר  אָבֶן...  טוּרִים 

מִלוּאֹתָם: )שמות כח טו-כ( צִים זָהָב יִהְיוּ בְּ בָּ מְשֻׁ
You shall make a breastplate… you shall fill it with stone 
mountings, four rows of stones… and the fourth row: tarshish, 
shoham and yashfeh; set in gold shall they be in their mountings. 

The Gemara in Bava Basra )עה ע"א( explores the nature of the 
‘kadkod stone’, which the Prophet Yeshaya had prophesized 
would be used to build the future walls of Yerushalayim. ושמתי 

 כדכד שמשותיך. א''ר שמואל בר נחמני, פליגי תרי מלאכי ברקיעא גבריאל ומיכאל,

 ואמרי לה תרי אמוראי במערבא ומאן אינון יהודה וחזקיה בני רבי חייא, חד אמר

 The Prophet Yeshaya - שוהם וחד אמר ישפה, אמר להו הקב''ה להוי כדין וכדין
said, “I will make your walls out of kadkod stone”. Rav Shmuel 
bar Nachmani says: Two angels in heaven had a dispute regarding 
the composition of the kadkod stone. Some say that it is two sages 
in the west [i.e. in Eretz Yisrael which is west of Babylonia where 
the Gemara was compiled] who were the disputants. And who 
are these two sages? Yehudah and Chizkiyah, the sons of R’ Chiya. 
One of them says that the ‘kadkod’ is a reference to the shoham 
stone, and the other says that it is a reference to the yashfeh stone. 
Hashem said to them: Let it be like this one and like that one. 
Thus, the word כדכד is an abbreviation of the two words that 
Hashem replied, כדין וכדין - like this one and like that one, and it 
is as if it was prophesized that, “I will make your walls like this 
one and like that one”.  Consequently, the ‘kadkod stone’ isn’t 
a reference to one specific stone, but rather is a reference to two 
specific stones; the shoham stone and the yashfeh stone.  

We need to understand the significance of the fact that the walls 
of Yerushalayim will be built with these two particular stones.    

•  •  •
Each stone has a natural distinct character, through which it 

can stimulate and bring about positive effects and influences. 
The Sefer Shiltei Giborim discusses the natural characters of the 
twelve stones that were placed on the Kohen Gadol’s breastplate, 
upon which the names of each one of the twelve tribes were 
etched. When discussing the character of the shoham and yashfeh 
stones, upon which were etched the names of Yosef and 
Binyomin, he describes them as follows. 

The shoham stone is beneficial for one’s memory and vision, 
and is also beneficial to generate wealth. It also tends to instill 
one with sage articulation and a deep understanding of perplexing 
mysteries, so much that it can actually bring a person very close 
to prophecy. This stone on the breastplate was given to Yosef, 
for it was he who encompassed these qualities which are the 
virtues of this very stone. For Yosef had notable memory, as the 
Passuk attests ,בראשית מב ט( ויזכור יוסף( that Yosef recalled the dreams 
that he dreamt so many years before. Yosef also had a great vision 
and foresight, and most of all, he possessed a phenomenal 
understanding - rather close to prophecy - of those mysterious 
dreams that the king’s ministers dreamt in prison, interpreting 
each one so accurately and precisely. This is something that even 
Pharoah himself recognized, as the Passuk states, ויאמר פרעה אל 

 יוסף אחרי הודיע אלהים אותך את כל זאת אין נבון וחכם כמוך: )בראשית מא לט(
– “Pharoah said to Yosef, “Since Hashem has informed you of 
all this, there is no one so discerning and wise as you”. 

The shoham stone, upon which was etched the name of 
Binyamin, can protect one from poisonous elements which can 
kill a person. This stone represented the tribe of Binyamin, in 
order to remind them of the great miracle which occurred to their 
forefather Binyamin, who was born from his dying mother’s 
womb. Although this situation is clearly unhealthy and unsafe 
for a newly born child, nevertheless Binyamin was born healthy, 
untouched and unscathed by his dying mother. 

We can offer another explanation why the yashfeh stone so 
aptly represented the tribe of Binyamin. This is in light of the 
Midrash )ילקו"ש פ' וזאת הברכה רמז תתקנ"ז( which offers the following 
reason as to why it was the tribe of Binyamin who merited to 
have the Bais Hamikdash built in their territory. When the tribes 
sold Yosef as a slave, they unequivocally did not display any 
mercy towards him and his cries, and measure for measure, their 
descendants would not be able to arouse Hashem’s Mercy. It was 
only Binyamin, who did not participate in the sale, whose 
descendants would be able to pray and arouse Hashem’s Mercy 
upon His People. Because the Bais Hamikdash was essentially 
a place for prayer, whereupon one could pray for Heavenly 
Compassion and Mercy, it was important that the Bais Hamikdash 
stand in the territory of those who can indeed arouse Mercy on 
behalf of their brethren. The stone ישפה - yashfeh, is indeed so 
befitting for the tribe of Binyomin, for the word ישפה is made up 
of two words, יש פה - there is a mouth, which is an allusion that 
it is the tribe of Binyamin who, more than the other tribes, has 
the power of the mouth to pray and arouse Heavenly Compassion.   

•  •  •
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אמרות שמשון  הוצאת הגליון 
והפצתו לזכות

לעילוי נשמת

אברהם בן אסתר ז"ל
ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.

חיים מאושרים

אלברטו בן רחל
לבריאות הגוף והנפש ולחיים טובים 

ומאושרים עם הצלחה ושמירה

שפע ועושר

שאול בן לינדה
 ברכה והצלחה בכל מעשי ידיו 

שפע ועושר בלי גבול

שפע וזש"ק

 יצחק בן רחל 
 וזוגתו 

רינה בת לינדה
 להיפקד בזש"ק ולרוב ברכה 

ושפע בלי גבול ומדה

 רוב ברכות וישועות

מרדכי בן רחל
 שיזכה לזיווג הגון פרנסה טובה 

 ועשירות גדולה 
 ומציאת דירה לקניה במהרה 

ובריאות איתנה

עושר ואושר

 ברוך צבי ניסים 
בן שושנה לאה

 שיצליח בכל עסקיו 
ויהיה ברכה ושפע רב בקרוב ממש 

 מתוך מנוחת הגוף והנפש 
וימצא חן בעיני כולם

עושר ואושר

 אשר אנשיל דוד 
בן נילי

שיחזור בקרוב למצבו הראשון ויזכה 
להצלחה מרובה עשירות ושפע 

בלי גבול מתוך מנוחת הגוף והנפש 
ויבשר בקרוב בשורות טובות

לזכות ולברכה

 להצלחת השותפים 
התורמים 

 ומשפחותיהם 
החפצים בעילום שמם
שיזכו לשפע ברכה והצלחה 

 בני בריכי 
חיי אריכי ומזוני רויחי נחת מכל 

יוצ"ח זכות המחבר יגן בעדם אכי"ר

זיווג הגון

רחל בת שמחה 
מרים בת שמחה

 שיזכו בקרוב ממש לזיווגים הגונים 
קדושים וטהורים מתוך אושר 

ושמחה 

עושר וברכה

שאול בן רחל
 לשפע ברכה עושר והצלחה גדולה 

בעסקיו בלי דאגות ולחצים

הצלחה ועושר

 דניאל אורי 
בן רג'ינה מלכה

 לשפע ברכה והצלחה עושר וכבוד 
ובשורות טובות בקרוב ממש
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In view of the characteristics that each of these two stones encompass, we 
can understand the significance of building the walls of Yerushalayim with 
these stones. For the shoham stone signifies about that which Yeshaya had 
prophesized ,)ישעי' יא ט( that when Hashem will rebuild Yerushalayim, מלאה 

 the entire universe will be full of Hashem’s wisdom. Success - הארץ דעה את ה'
and revelations will also become commonplace in those days. All this is 
signified by the characteristics of the shoham stone. The yashfeh stone as 
well, bears an association about the rebuilt Yerushalayim, in which Hashem’s 
Compassion will always be aroused, constantly protecting His People from 
all harm.�  זרע שמשון פרשתנו אות ד

Megillas Esther
Why Haman Did Not Want to  

Kill Mordechai Alone
עוֹבֵר  ה  אַתָּ מַדוּעַ  לְמָרְדֳכָי,  הַמֶלֶךְ  עַר  שַׁ בְּ ר  אֲשֶׁ הַמֶלֶךְ  עַבְדֵי  וַיֹאמְרוּ 
מַע אֲלֵיהֶם, וַיַגִידוּ  אָמְרָם אֵלָיו יוֹם וָיוֹם וְלֹא שָׁ אֵת מִצְוַת הַמֶלֶךְ: וַיְהִי כְּ
יְהוּדִי:  הוּא  ר  אֲשֶׁ לָהֶם  הִגִיד  י  כִּ מָרְדֳכַי,  דִבְרֵי  הֲיַעַמְדוּ  לִרְאוֹת  לְהָמָן, 
וַיִבֶז  חֵמָה:  הָמָן  וַיִמָלֵא  לוֹ,  חֲוֶה  תַּ וּמִשְׁ רֵעַ  כֹּ מָרְדֳכַי  אֵין  י  כִּ הָמָן  וַיַרְא 
וַיְבַקֵשׁ  מָרְדֳכָי,  עַם  אֶת  לוֹ  הִגִידוּ  י  כִּ לְבַדוֹ,  מָרְדֳכַי  בְּ יָד  לֹח  לִשְׁ עֵינָיו  בְּ
עַם  וֵרוֹשׁ,  אֲחַשְׁ מַלְכוּת  כָל  בְּ ר  אֲשֶׁ הַיְהוּדִים  ל  כָּ אֶת  מִיד  לְהַשְׁ הָמָן 

מָרְדֳכָי: )אסתר ג ג-ו(
The King’s servants at the King’s gate said to Mordechai, “Why do you 
disobey the King’s command?” Finally, when they said this to him day after 
day and he did not heed them, they told this to Haman; to see whether 
Mordechai’s words would endure, for he had told them that he was a Jew. 
However, it seemed contemptible to him to lay his hands on Mordechai 
alone, for they had made known to him the people of Mordechai; so Haman 
sought to destroy all the Jews who were throughout the entire kingdom of 
Achashveirosh - the people of Mordechai. 

Mordechai told the King’s servants that he was a Jew and was therefore 
unable to bow down to Haman. They in turn shared Mordechai’s words with 
Haman, in order to see ‘whether Mordechai’s words would endure’. It would 
seem from this retort that there was a possibility that Mordechai’s words 
would not endure. This needs to be understood; for all Mordechai stated was 
that he was a Jew, and that was indeed a fact which did not need to withstand 
the test of endurance.

Haman’s immediate reaction was to lay his hands on Mordechai, but that 
seemed contemptible to him; he therefore sought to destroy all the Jewish 
People. We need to understand, firstly, why killing Mordechai alone would 
be so contemptible, and secondly, why did he seek to destroy the entire 
Jewish People; after all they all bowed to him, and it was only Mordechai 
who refused to bow.   •  •  •

The Gemara )מגילה יג ע"א( expounds on the Passuk in Megillas Esther )ב ה( 
which introduces Mordechai. איש יהודי היה בשושן הבירה ושמו מרדכי בן יאיר בן שמעי 

 There was a Yehudahite in Shushan, the capitol, and his name - בן קיש איש ימיני
was Mordechai, son of Yair, son of Shimi, son of Kish, a Binyaminite. The 
Gemara is bothered by an apparent contradiction in this Passuk, for at first 
it refers to him as איש יהודי - a Yehudahite, implying that he came from the 

tribe of Yehudah, yet at the end the Passuk refers to him as איש ימיני - a 
Binyaminite, implying that he came from the tribe of Binyamin.  

The Gemara resolves this contradiction as follows. Mordechai in fact 
descended from the tribe of Binyamin, which is why he is referred to as איש 

 ?a Yehudahite - איש יהודי a Binyaminite. Why then is he also referred to as - ימיני
Because he rejected idolatry by not bowing down to Haman, who made himself 
into an object of worship, and whoever rejects idolatry is called יהודי - a 
Yehudahite, which is a reference to the ‘absolute Jew’. In this vein, the Passuk 
also refers to Chananiah, Mishael and Azariah as Yehudahites, after they 
refused to bow down to the golden idol image that Nevuchadnezzar erected. 

Accordingly, it seems that the Passuk refers to Mordechai as a Yehudahite, 
in praise of his refusal to commit idol worship. This is very difficult to 
comprehend. Was Mordechai being praised for observing a most basic 
commandment?! After all, it is the most basic and fundamental obligation 
of every Jew to give up his life rather than to commit this most severe cardinal 
sin. 

It would thus seem that bowing down to Haman, although had the 
appearance of idolatry, nevertheless was not an actual violation of idol 
worship for which one is obligated to give up his life. This is accordance to 
the Gemara in Sanhedrin )סא ע"ב( that explains that one who bows down to 
an idol merely out of fear, but does not actually accept the idol as a deity, is 
not liable. In view of this we can understand, firstly, why all the other Jews 
did indeed bow down to Haman, as it was not a transgression of idolatry, 
and secondly, we can understand why the Megillah praises Mordechai, 
referring to him as איש יהודי - a Yehudahite, as he was being praised for putting 
his life in danger in order to display his Jewishness and commitment to 
Hashem, by not bowing to anything that even resembles idol worship, even 
though according to strict Halacha he was not obligated to do so.

•  •  •
When Mordechai told the King’s servants that he was a יהודי - Yehudahite, 

he was alluding to the idea that is referenced by this expression. He was 
expressing that he was an ‘absolute Jew’, and would thus not bow down to 
Haman although strictly speaking it wasn’t considered idol worship. It was 
this notion that the servants shared with Haman, and to which they retorted, 
“let us see whether Mordechai’s words will endure”, as if to say, “let us see 
how long Mordechai will prevail in remaining an ‘absolute Jew’ and face 
danger while resisting to bow down to Haman”.

When Haman heard this idea, his reaction was one of respect and admiration. 
He respected the consistency that Mordechai displayed when it came to his 
religious conduct, ready to sacrifice his life for the sake of his beliefs, even 
when they were just a slight veer from his principles. This was the reason 
why Haman felt it ‘contemptible to lay his hands on Mordechai alone’. But 
towards Mordechai’s people, the Jewish Nation, Haman grew very angry; 
for on the one hand, they refused to mingle with their non-Jewish neighbors, 
and always conducted themselves in manners which were so foreign to the 
other nations, but when facing pressure and resistance they demonstrated 
utter weakness and could not stand up for their beliefs. This is what aroused 
Haman’s ire, leading him to seek to destroy all the Jews who were throughout 
the entire kingdom of Achashveirosh.�  זרע שמשון מגילת אסתר אות ג
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