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The Geulah from Mitzrayim Was Not Complete because Moshe
Was Not Able to Articulate the Letter “Vav” of the Name Havaya

This week, we read parshas Va'eira. It is fitting that we
consider the difference between the geulah from Mitzrayim
and the future geulah. The former was not a complete
redemption, whereas the latter will be complete in every
aspect. We will focus on a passuk in the parsha that is
pertinent to this subject (Shemos 8, 19): *ay "3 n73 *naEY”
"mg NRT m Ay ay 1re1—I will bring about redemption
between My people and your people; tomorrow this sign
(letter) will come about.

Rabeinu Bachayei notes that the word nTa appears here
without a “vav.” He asserts that this indicates that the geulah
from Mitzrayim would not be the final, complete geulah;
there would be future galuyos and periods of subjugation
and servitude to follow, which would necessitate future
geulahs. The future geulah, however, will be an everlasting
salvation without subsequent periods of subjugation.
Hence, in the passuk (Tehillim 111, 9) related to the future
geulah, the word "n11a” appears in its complete form—with
the letter “vav”

Based on this understanding, the Shela hakadosh (Bo 4)
interprets the conclusion of the passuk: “Tomorrow this ‘nix’
(letter) will come about.” According to this interpretation,
the passuk is referring to the letter “vav” that is missing here
from the word "n7a". So, whereas the geulah from Mitzrayim
was not complete, there will be a “tomorrow” in the future
associated with the final geulah, at which time, HKB”H will
restore the missing “vav” This will signify that He has

redeemed us from galus once and for all!
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Thus, it behooves us to explain the significance of
the letter “vav” that is absent from the word "n7a” in our
passuk. Why did it cause the geulah from Mitzrayim to
be incomplete? How will restoring the “vav” facilitate
the complete, everlasting future geulah in keeping with
the passuk (Tehillim 111, 9): "myY mbw na"—He sent
redemption to His people—as alluded to by our passuk:

“Tomorrow this letter will come about”?
Who Should | Say Sent Me

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by
introducing a precious insight brought down by the Chasam
Sofer (Shemos) in the name of the sacred sefarim. They
address the heavenly, esoteric dialogue the Torah records
between Moshe Rabeinu and HKB”H (Shemos 3, 13):

"R BIY TNTANT IRAW? 213 TR K3 991N 13 2opUNRT DN fwn nRer
YR QUTTR AN, BIUR ARIN TR 1Y TR Y 19RRT, 099N arYY 0o n1aN
RSN AW 19TIR DR 2135 ARA 1 AR TIN TWN 1IN en

Moshe said to G-d, “Behold, when I come to Bnei
Yisrael and say to them, ‘The G-d of your forefathers has
sent me to you, and they say to me, ‘What is His name?’—
what shall I say to them?” G-d answered Moshe, “rnx
mnx awR.” And He said, “So shall you say to Bnei Yisrael,
‘% has sent me to you.” Why doesn’t HKB”H mention the
blessed name Havaya in His response to Moshe? After all, it
is the source of all the sacred names.

To explain the matter, the Chasam Sofer refers to that
which is written in this week’s parsha. Moshe Rabeinu asks
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HKB”H: If my own people won'’t listen to me, (ibid. 6, 12)
how can I expect Pharaoh to listen to me? Furthermore, I
have a speech impediment (related to my lips)—=apnws 1R
"monaw YAy %aN1 apaa. Now, we now that the letters of the
Hebrew alphabet are articulated by five distinct locations in
the human mouth. We can deduce from this passuk that he
was unable to pronounce the letters originating from the lips
("monaw”)—namely the four letters a"m1a—beit, vav, mem,
and pei. Hence, he was unable to articulate the letter “vav”
of the name Havaya.

This then is the interpretation of Moshe’s dialogue with
HKB”H: “Behold, when I come to Bnei Yisrael and say to
them, ‘The G-d of your forefathers has sent me to you,
and they say to me, ‘What is His name? —what shall I
say to them?” Moshe wanted to know which sacred name
he should use when delivering this message, since he was
unable to properly pronounce the name Havaya because of
the letter “vav.” HKB”H told him not use the name Havaya.
Instead, tell the people that you were sent by m"nx, since this
name does not contain any of the letters articulated with the
lips. This concludes his sacred remarks.

“But Yisrael is saved through Hashem,
an eternal salvation”

[ had a wonderful thought. In truth, Moshe Rabeinu
desired wholeheartedly to mention the name Havaya.
Hence, he lamented to HKB”H that he was unable to do so,
due to his speech impediment and his inability to articulate
the letter “vav.” Let us refer to the prophetic words of the
navi (Yeshayah 45, 17): "Y1y nyvwn 'na ywn bxaw—Yisrael
is saved through Hashem (Havaya) an eternal salvation.
We find the following exposition in the Midrash related to
this passuk (Yalkut Shimoni Zechariah 577): m"apn =nx”
%3, 10N ST 0 Y D8R, 0TR 213 e By moypwa ontn e oy
s Py v Bt mhwany v Y @vTanT pasT n71aT v By RNow
BONR YRIA MEys AN R1EY RyY Yax neaynwnt oenn anen om
ERyIy nyIwn e Ywn YRIW MmN ,801aynwn anR PR anTe Ty
HKB”H said: In Olam HaZeh, you were saved by human
beings. In Mitzrayim, by Moshe and Aharon; in the times
of Sisera, by Devorah and Barak; from the Midianites,
by the judges. However, since they were human beings
(mere mortals), you were subjugated once again (i.e.,
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the salvation did not last). Le’asid la’vo, however, I will
redeem you Myself. Hence, you will not be subjugated
any more, as it states: “Yisrael is saved through Havaya
an eternal salvation.”

At first glance, this is difficult to comprehend and
puzzling. After all, Moshe and Aharon did not go of their
own accord to release Yisrael from Mitzrayim. They were
merely the agents sent by HKB”H. So, why, indeed, was that
geulah not eternal? We can propose that for a geulah to be
everlasting (i.e., not followed by any more galuyos), it must
emanate from the blessed name Havaya, which expresses
the fact that He was, is, and will be—om st ;9. In other
words, HKB”H and His supervision are constant and eternal.
Similarly, the miraculous feats performed with this name
are everlasting.

Thus, we can surmise that all of the geulos facilitated by
human beings, who were unable to employ the name Havaya,
because it is ineffable (too sacred to be spoken), were not
everlasting. Le’asid la’vo, however, when the geulah will be
orchestrated and managed by HKB”H Himself, and the name
Havaya will be revealed in its full glory, the geulah will be
eternal. This then is the reason the Midrash substantiates
its point with the passuk: "mmby nymwn nns ywn HRawy.
For, the salvation that emanated from the name Havaya is
everlasting and eternal.
regards to the future geulah (ibid. 52, 8): amwa 1872 1293 1y 2"
»g n—with their own eyes, they will see that Havaya
returns to Tziyon.

Hence, the navi prophesies with

I Will Accompany Them in Every Galus

This enlightens us as to why Moshe Rabeinu yearned
wholeheartedly to mention the name Havaya in association
with the geulah of Yisrael from Mitzrayim. This prompted
him to complain and object to HKB”H: “Behold, when I
come to Bnei Yisrael and say to them, ‘The G-d of your
forefathers has sent me to you, and they say to me, ‘What
is His name?’” Moshe anticipated that Bnei Yisrael would ask
him with which sacred name was he going to redeem them.
So, he inquired: “What shall I say to them?” Since I cannot
pronounce the letter “vav” of Havaya, this geulah will not be
everlasting, and they will be subjected to further galuyos.
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So, now, let us try to comprehend HKB”H’s response: G-d
answered Moshe, “ronx awx monx.” And He said, “So shall
you say to Bnei Yisrael, ‘i) has sent me to you.”” Moshe
was instructed to only mention the name "1, which he
was able to pronounce correctly. In this manner, HKB"H
informed him that the time for the eternal geulah had not
yet arrived.

This explains magnificently why HKB”H initially mentions
the name i nx twice: "monx awR 1onR”; whereas, subsequently,
He only mentions it once: "m2"5x »rbw monx”. We find an
explanation in Rashi: “I shall be what I shall be”—I shall
be with them during this trouble as I shall be with
them at their subjugation by other regimes. He (Moshe)
responded to Him, “Master of the World, why am I to
mention another trouble to them? This current trouble
is enough for them.” He (Hashem) said to him, “You have
spoken well. Thus, shall you say to Bnei Yisrael, ‘mnx has
sent me to you.”

What we have learned is that HKB”H revealed to Moshe
the reason that He did not cure him of his speech impediment.
He did not enable Moshe to pronounce the name Havaya
properly, thereby preventing him from redeeming Yisrael
with an everlasting geulah. The reason being: =wx mnx”
"mrR—because [ will be with them in this galus as well as in
subsequent galuyos. Now, since more galuyos will follow, it
is inappropriate to employ the name Havaya for this geulah;
it must be cloaked in the name " nx.

We can now begin to comprehend why HKB”H said in
relation to the geulah from Mitzrayim: "ny 13 n73 "nawy’
mmy 131. As Rabeinu Bachayei points out, the word "n7a”
This
aberrant spelling alludes to the fact that the geulah from

is written in a sefer Torah without the letter “vav.”

Mitzrayim was not a complete geulah. As explained, Moshe
had a speech impediment affecting his lips and was unable to
articulate the letter “vav” of the name Havaya. The reason
being that the time for the future geulah—the complete,
everlasting geulah—which will be accomplished with the
name Havaya, had not yet arrived.

Notwithstanding, the narrative concludes with a promise:
“Tomorrow this letter will come about.” In other words,
the letter “vav” be operative le’asid la’'vo. So, although the
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geulah from Mitzrayim was not a complete, final geulah,
because the letter “vav” was not operative—hence, the name
Havaya was not used—nevertheless, “tomorrow”—when
the time is ripe for the future geulah—the letter “vav” will be
operative, and HKB”H will redeem Yisrael with the blessed
name Havaya. Thus, it will be a complete geulah in every
way, in keeping with the passuk: “Yisrael is saved through
Havaya an eternal salvation.”

A Tremendous Chiddush from the Raiya Mehemna
concerning Moshe’s Speech Impediment

Following this intriguing path, we will proceed to present
a fascinating allusion in the passuk: "mm nixm o amny”. As
the Shela hakadosh asserts, this indicates that the letter
“vav” of the name Havaya will be operative le’asid la'vo. To
explain the significance of this phenomenon, we will refer
to the Zohar hakadosh (Mishpatim 120a). It teaches us that
Moshe Rabeinu, who was the first redeemer, instrumental
in “yetzias Mitzrayim,” will also be the Melech HaMashiach
le’asid la’vo. This is alluded to in the passuk (Koheles 1, 9):
"morw Rt e mn’—whatever has been is what will be.
How so? The first letters of the words & mmrw s form the
name nwn. In other words, "mmw nma"—what was—namely,
that Moshe was the redeemer in the past; so, too, "mmmw " —
he will be the redeemer once again of the final geulah.

This is also explained in the Zohar hakadosh (Bereishis
25b) in relation to the passuk (Bereishis 49, 10): vaw =107 XY”
R3% 93 7P Q0T 13 WA KT ,19A7 1PER PRINRT,TIT 12 mwn KT ,aTn
RO KT 1w, wn R e The passuk says: “The staff shall
not depart from Yehudah”—this alludes to Mashiach the son
of David; “nor a lawgiver from between his feet”—alludes
to Mashiach the son of Yosef; “until Shiloh arrives”—alludes
to Moshe; for the numerical value of "% is the same as the
numerical value of m"wn; both equal exactly 345. The Ohr
HaChaim explains that Mashiach’s neshamah will contain
elements from both David HaMelech and Moshe Rabeinu.

Now, based on what we learned from the Shela hakadosh,
this suggests thatle’asid l1a’vo, at the time of the future geulah,
Moshe will no longer have a speech impediment. Thus, he
will be able to pronounce the name Havaya with its “vav,” in
order to accomplish a complete, everlasting geulah.
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According to the Zohar hakadosh (Tzav 27b), however,
this will not be the case. The Raiya Mehemna, the neshamah
of Moshe Rabeinu, revealed to Rashbi and his disciples that
just as he had a speech impediment at the time of the geulah
from Mitzrayim (necessitating that his brother Aharon be his
mouthpiece), he will also have a speech impediment when he
is resurrected le’asid la’'vo. Otherwise, naysayers and skeptics
who do not recognize him may doubt that it is really him.
Hence, just as Aharon served as Moshe’s mouthpiece in the
past, le’asid la'vo, Eliyahu HaNavi—who is “Pinchas the son
of Elazar the son of Aharon HaKohen,” Aharon’s grandson—
will serve as Moshe Rabeinu’s mouthpiece. He will teach
Torah to Yisrael and correct and reconcile all disputes and
unresolved issues. Here is the pertinent, excerpt:

N 1135 O mom 123 oa 9o ,aY Y [ RIT (ARG RNy 1y
077 791, 11%Y 7257 112 7a5 MITWRA2 N ThDY DIwn 1A Yyaw nainn
1MARY RYW,2N53W 17102 11D 7251 18 Yyaw 171na 118 a0 17apn N
1R R13%,7185 % 190 NI YR, AR T 1IN 09an RYw 1OR
"anIR aw»Y1 19 nipann Yo X

According to this passage in the Zohar, Moshe Rabeinu
will still be unable to pronounce the “vav” of Havaya le’asid
la’vo, since he will still have a speech impediment. If that
is so, then how are we to interpret the passuk: “Tomorrow
this letter will come about (will be operative)”? How will
the complete, everlasting geulah become a reality, if Moshe
Rabeinu is still unable to pronounce the name Havaya?

The Name Havaya Will Be Elevated
to the Name 0"

Thanks to Hashem’s good grace and favor, [ have found a
solution for this difficulty that I would now like to present
to my esteemed readership. Let us begin with a well-known
chiddush taught to us by our master, the Arizal, in Likutei
Torah (Zechariah 14, 9): mom R @13 yaxn 9o by qonb ' oy
7R 1mw1 R 'm1—then Hashem will be King over all the
world; on that day, Hashem (Havaya) will be (n"»1") one
and His name will be one. Le’asid la’vo, the letters 1”1 of
the name Havaya will be elevated to the letters ". Thus,
the name 71”11 will become . Understood in this way, the
passuk is announcing that “on that day,” the name Havaya
will be transformed to the name n"m.
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Based on this premise, the Degel Machaneh Ephraim
(Tetzaveh) interprets the passuk (Shemos 28, 16): mom y129”
"91a5—it shall be folded (doubled) square. The term "y129”
in this passuk is interpreted as an allusion to the four letters
of the name Havaya. Thus, the passuk informs us that the
name Havaya will be transformed into the name 1", which
doubles the letters ™ (i.e., they are repeated). Applying
this idea, the esteemed Mahari of Zidichov, zy”a, interprets
the formula of Keser (in the Kedushah of Shabbas Musaf):
"RAWRT3 NPINR BONN nYRa 11"—behold, I have redeemed you
from this final exile as from the first. In other words,
when will Yisrael be privileged to experience the complete
geulah? "mwx=s nank”—when the final letters of the name
Havaya will be the same as the first—i.e., when the “vav-hei”
will be elevated to “yud-hei.”

We can now comprehend how Moshe Rabeinu, the first
redeemer, will qualify to be the redeemer of the future
geulah le’asid la’vo, despite his speech impediment. It
will no longer be necessary for him to articulate the “vav”
of Havaya. Instead, he will herald in the complete geulah
by uttering the transformed name Havaya, which will be
elevated to n"m.

This explains fantastically the allusion in our passuk:
"y 1931 Y 173 ntannrwt”. As noted previously, the word "nva”
is spelled aberrantly; the letter “vav” is absent. We learned
that this was an indication that the geulah from Mitzrayim
was incomplete, since Moshe was unable to pronounce the
name Havaya, since it contains the letter “vav.” Nevertheless,
the passuk goes on to reassure us: "1t IR o anaY”. In the
future, “tomorrow,” Moshe will only need to pronounce the
name 1", the exalted transformation of the name Havaya.
Thus, the future geulah will be complete in every way.

In fact, we can see that this allusion is also inherent in the
passuk: "mmw i e . Recall that the Zohar hakadosh
deduced from this passuk that Moshe Rabeinu will be the
redeemer once again le’asid la’vo. Now, the first letters of
the first three words of this passuk spell "wn. Thus, it states
"mmw”—when the name Havaya is transformed to the name
7", at the time of the future geulah, Moshe will be able to
pronounce this exalted name and herald in the complete,
everlasting geulah.
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The ”Vav” Was Contorted
due to the Cheit of Adam HaRishon

My dear brothers and colleagues, let us continue to
Why did HKB”H orchestrate

matters in such a way that Moshe Rabeinu could not

elaborate on this subject.

articulate the letter “vav” specifically of the name Havaya?
It appears that we can answer this question by referring
to the incredible teachings of the Megaleh Amukos on
Vaeschanan (162). He explains the teaching in the Tikunei
Zohar (Intro. 15b) that the letter “aleph”— '& - is formed
by the three letters »"». It has a “yud” at its top right and
another “yud” at its bottom left. A diagonal “vav” in the
middle of the “aleph” connects the two “yuds.” Additionally,
the gematria of these three letters (10+6+10) equals the
gematria of the name Havaya (26).

The Megaleh Amukos teaches us that the letter “vav” in
the middle of the “aleph” became slanted at an angle only
after the cheit of Adam HaRishon. This implies that at the
time of creation, prior to the sin of Adam HaRishon, the
shape of an “aleph” was »1v, with all three letters upright,
including the “vav.” He substantiates this assertion with a
teaching from the Zohar hakadosh (Bereishis 26a) related
to the passuk (Bereishis 2, 7): @1 nx @ophR ' ax»r—and
Hashem Elokim formed man. The word 9"g»»»—meaning
“He formed”—is written with two “yuds,” alluding to the
fact that = *»»—that HKB”H drew the three letters »1 (with
the gematria of the name Havaya) on man’s countenance.
Man’s two eyes resemble two “yuds,” and the nose in between
them resembles the letter “vav.”

The Megaleh Amukos asserts thatthe human nose remains
shaped like a “vav” to remind us that prior to the cheit, the
“vav” of the “aleph” was upright, and it is incumbent upon
us to fix it. This is the “remez” in the passuk (Tehillim 146,
9): "1y mmvx1 min»"—He encourages the orphan and the
widow. Note that the first letters of these three words are
»15. They are upright just like they were at the beginning of
creation prior to the sin of Adam HaRishon. Then the passuk
continues: "niy* 2*ywa 17171"—but the way of the wicked He
contorts—alluding to the fact that as a consequence of the
cheit, the letter “vav” became contorted; it became slanted
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like the shape of the “aleph” we are familiar with. This
concludes his fascinating insight.

Let us embellish his sacred remarks. Why, as a
consequence of the cheit of Adam HaRishon, was the letter
“vav” (inthe middle of the letter “aleph”) specifically affected
and contorted? In the writings of the Arizal, he asserts that
the four forms of capital punishment issued by Beit-Din
correspond to the flaws caused to the four letters of the
blessed name Havaya. Stoning corresponds to someone who
damaged the letter “yud”; burning corresponds to someone
who damaged the first “hei”; death by sword corresponds
to someone who damaged the letter “vav”; strangling

corresponds to someone who damaged the second “hei.”

According to the Zohar hakadosh (Behar 111b), Adam
HaRishon was guilty of murder, because his sin brought death
to the world. Here is the relevant passuk (Bereishis 2, 17):
"RIAN N1 1En TR B 05 1anan Yorn RY y1 310 nyTh yynr'—but
of the Eitz HaDa’as Tov VaRa, you must not eat thereof,
for on the day you eat of it, you shall surely die. Now,
a person who is guilty of murder is sentenced to death by
the sword, which corresponds to the letter “vav.” Hence, we
can suggest that this is the reason the letter “vav” specifically
was contorted as a consequence of the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as.”
[t alludes to the fact that Adam HaRishon damaged the letter
“vav” by bringing death to the world and deserved to be put
to death by the sword.

The Galus in Mitzrayim Was a Consequence
of Partaking of the Eitz HaDa’as

We will now introduce a teaching that we have presented
numerous times in the past. We have learned from the Arizal
in Sha’ar HaPesukim (Shemos) that all of the neshamos who
suffered in the galus in Mitzrayim were originally part of
Adam HaRishon when he sinned by partaking of the Eitz
HaDa’as. Therefore, they had to reincarnate several times in
order to achieve a tikun—to cleanse them thoroughly of their
spiritual disease and decadence. They initially reincarnated
into the generation of the mabul; then into the generation
of the dispersion and the populace of Sedom; ultimately,
they reincarnated into the neshamos of Yisrael who were
in the galus in Mitzrayim. By means of the difficult, back-
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breaking labor, they were refined, and they became worthy
of receiving the Torah.

Based on this scenario, the Arizal explains why HKB”H
chose Moshe Rabeinu as his emissary to take Bnei Yisrael
out of Mitzrayim. He asserts that Moshe Rabeinu was the
good portion of Adam HaRishon that was not involved with
the fateful sin. Therefore, just as Adam HaRishon contained
all of the neshamos of Yisrael in his being; so, too, Moshe
Rabeinu was equivalent to the entirety of Yisrael. In the
words of the Midrash (Beshalach): w1pw mwn oxaws 2121 nwn”
"oR=w? Yo 1. Therefore, after being refined and achieving
their tikun in Mitzrayim for the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as,” they
were taken out of Mitzrayim by Moshe Rabeinu, the good
portion of Adam HaRishon, and he delivered the Torah to
them at Har Sinai

We have now shed some light on the subject. We can
begin to appreciate the profound methods of the blessed
Almighty, Who orchestrates everything that occurs in
the world. He arranged for Moshe Rabeinu, His emissary
sent to redeem Yisrael from Mitzrayim, to have a speech
impediment; Moshe was unable to articulate the “vav” of the
name Havaya. HKB”H wanted to hint to Yisrael that they
had not yet completed the tikun for the “cheit Eitz HaDa’as”
and the resultant damage they had caused to the letter “vav.”
Hence, they were not yet worthy of the complete, final geulah
that would not be followed by any galuyos. This was evident
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from the fact that the death decree imposed on creation had
notyet been repealed. Thus, every Jew should realize that he
is still obligated to make amends for his involvement in the
“cheit Eitz HaDa’as.”

We can now better comprehend Moshe Rabeinu’s
profound intent. He yearned to bring to Yisrael the complete
geulah that would not be followed by any further galuyos.
Therefore, he said to HKB”H: “Behold, when I come to Bnei
Yisrael and say to them, ‘The G-d of your forefathers has
sent me to you, and they say to me, ‘What is His name?’ —
what shall I say to them?” Seeing as I have a speech
impediment— "m»naw %" - [ cannot pronounce the name
Havaya properly. Therefore, I will be unable to bring about

the complete, everlasting geulah.

So, “G-d answered Moshe, ’max awr nax.” Do not
mention the name Havaya to them which contains the letter
“vav”; instead, only mention the name n"»x, which does not
contain any letters articulated by the lips. For, they have
not yet completed the necessary tikun for the letter “vav.”
At the time of the future geulah, however, [ assure you that:
“Tomorrow this letter will come about.” The tikun of the
letter “vav” will be complete, and the name Havaya will be
Thus, Moshe Rabeinu will be

able to pronounce that name and bring about the complete

elevated to the name .

geulah—swiftly, in our times! Amen.
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