Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Nitzavim - Vayeilech 5784
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“You are standing today, all of you, before Hashem, your G-d”

The Unity of Klal Yisrael Who Are the 600,000 Letters of the Torah
Prepares for the Renewal of Creation
on Rosh HaShanah through the Torah

On the auspiciously approaching Shabbas Kodesh,
we will read the double parshiyos of Nitzavim-
Vayeilech. The Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 428, 4) teaches
us that we read parshas Nitzavim annually prior
to Rosh HaShanah. This is based on the teaching
in the Gemara (Megillah 31b) that Ezra HaSofer
arranged the Torah-readings methodically such that
Yisrael would always read the curses—the Rebuke—in
parshas Ki Savo prior to Rosh HaShanah: nvsnw »1>”
"yyer mwn—so that the year should end along
with its curses.

Tosafos (ibid.) explain that we do not want to read
the curses of Ki Savo adjacent to Rosh HaShanah:
Because we want to create an interruption by
reading one parsha on the Shabbas prior to Rosh
HaShanah that does not contain any curses; so
that the curses will not be associated with Rosh
HaShanah. To accomplish this, we interpose parshas
Nitzavim, or as is the case this year Nitzavim-Vayeilech,
between the litany of curses and the New Year.

On Shabbas Parshas Nitzavim HKB”H Begins to
Provide the Bounty of Rosh HaShanah

We will begin by introducing the marvelous, sacred
words of the Be’er Mayim Chaim.
rationale for the institution of reading parshas Nitzavim
prior to Rosh HaShanah based on a statement in the
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Zohar hakadosh (Yisro 88a): xmmza xnn1 xXboybe 80m2 Uo7
non maxyav—all heavenly and earthly Berachos
depend on the seventh day. Accordingly, on
Shabbas parshas Nitzavim, the Shabbas preceding
Rosh HaShanah, HKB”H begins to deliver the abundant
good that He has in store for us in the new year. We
will summarize his sacred words:

All the Berachos, beneficial things, and
kindness that will happen during the week to
the world in general or to any individual, all are
related to and come from the previous Shabbas.
It is when the source of life for this good or
berachah or the like is blessed. It extends from
there to the six weekdays; each day receives its
appropriate benefit and berachah . . .

Hence, the Shabbas before Pesach is called
Shabbas HaGadol, since the miracle of “yetzias
Mitzrayim” was already set in motion on that
Shabbas. It encompassed all the berachah for
the next six days. It is called Shabbas HaGadol
to reflect the greatness and the miracle to be
revealed . . .

Thus, itis apparent that this also applies to the
great, awesome day on which His people, Yisrael,
are judged—Rosh HaShanah—on which He allots
their livelihoods and sustenance. Everything
stems from the wellspring of the Shabbas before
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it. Therefore, the Shulchan Aruch states that we
always read parshas Nitzavim—which alludes to
Rosh HaShanah (the word “hayom” in the opening
passuk)—prior to Rosh HaShanah,. It is because
the new year is alluded to and enacted on the
Shabbas preceding it.

In this vein, the Be’er Mayim Chaim explains the
wonderful allusion in the passuk at the beginning of the
parshas Nitzavim (Devarim 29, 9): »aYnsYis n1n noag: anr”
"aopR'm—Yyou are standing today, all of you, before
Hashem, your G-d. According to the Zohar hakadosh
(Pinchas 231a), wherever it says "avn 7, it is alluding
to Rosh HaShanah. It proves its point by referring to
the following passuk (lyov 1, 6): membxit *23 18132 oen o
1705 DR 71T MW WRD KT D1 21,0010 10wt BA K139 Y axeny
Ravy “It happened one day; the angels came to
stand before Hashem, and the Satan, too, came
among them.” ram»nw refers to Rosh HaShanah,
the day on which HKB”H sits in judgment of the
world. Elsewhere, the Zohar (Bo 32b) interprets =z"
"mrorn—Iliterally, the sons of G-d—as the prosecuting
angels, led by the Satan, who come to accuse Yisrael of
wrongdoing. Accordingly: “You are standing today,
all of you, before Hashem, your G-d” is saying that
on Rosh HaShanah all of Yisrael are standing before
HKB”H to be held accountable for everything they did
during the past year.

In truth, all of our sacred sefarim interpret max:anR”
"arn as a reference to Rosh HaShanah—such as the
Ma’or Einayim, Ma’or V'Shemesh, Beis Aharon, Tiferes
Shlomo, bas Ayin, Yismach Moshe, and many more.
Among them is the Toldos Yaakov Yosef, who adds that
HKB”H hints to us in this passuk how to be acquitted
of our wrongdoings on Rosh HaShanah: onx 1av mrar
TR NTTAR2 05910 DARWS RPN oY W vt WIS 01t 0oy naax:
S1AT 7Y T N 0D 11 @I TN D ARINY 718 Wrws 10 PRY i
e wRan obwn unb ey ey 5% The key to success is
for Jews to stand together united. For, when we are
divided, when each Jew believes (Devarim 29, 18): “I
will have peace”—i.e., | am fine on my own; then
(ibid. 20): “Hashem will set him aside for evil . ..
” Therefore, we should start the new year with peace
and harmony as a people.

Shvilei Pinches

Ten Categories of Jews
Corresponding to the Aseres HaDibros

As a loyal servant in the presence of his master, |
would like to elaborate on the relationship between
Rosh HaShanah and Jewish unity. We will refer to a
fascinating teaching in the Zohar hakadosh (Yisro 82a)
from the divine Tanna Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai. He
points out that this passuk enumerates ten categories
of Jews:
VI, A 37P8 AWN T1371,05°w1 0501, IR WK Y5 ,m0munet 000t
mpa AR 1y Pey—your heads, your tribes, your
elders and your officers—all the men of Yisrael;
your small children, your women, and your
convert who is in the midst of your camp, from
the hewer of your wood to the drawer of your
water. Corresponding to them, Bnei Yisrael received
the Aseres HaDibros—the Ten Commandments—at
Matan Torah.

,B9°aY B9°WRY 02PN ' 2aaY nob1s B ovaNa onRy

Following his lead, we will endeavor to explain the
intimate relationship between Rosh HaShanah and the
ten levels that exist within the people of Yisrael based
on a fundamental principle taught by the impeccable
Sefas Emes (Shabbas Teshuvah 5662): The Aseres
Yimei Teshuvah (Ten Days of Repentance)
correspond to the Ten Utterances. Clearly, he is
referring to the following Mishnah (Avos 5, 1): mawyz”
RYN ,NIRT2°Y D197 7rIN 9nRna R, ami 1mbn ey K121 nrnKRn
AW AT, IIARG TAEYS RA21w OYIYR NR PTERRY QW m pany
JATIRRE WY K12 0PI AR parpaw oprey 21w The world
was created by means of “ten utterances.” What
does this come to teach us? Indeed, it could
have been created with a single utterance; but
this way allows for retribution from the wicked—
who destroy the world that was created with ten
utterances—and the bestowal of ample reward
to the righteous—who sustain the world that
was created with ten utterances.

With this understanding, the Sefas Emes asserts
that on every Rosh HaShanah HKB”H renews creation
with the Ten Utterances just as He created the world
initially with the Ten Utterances. Thus, the tzaddikim,
who sustain the world with their study of Torah and
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performance of mitzvos, are active participants in
the renewal of creation with the Ten Utterances. The
reshaim, however, whose evil deeds and transgressions
corrupt and destroy the world that was created with
the Ten Utterances, destroy the conduits that provide
blessings and abundant good and are incapable of
participating in the renewal of creation.

For this reason, HKB”H, in His infinite mercy and
kindness, gave us the Aseres Yimei Teshuvah. During
the ten days from Rosh HaShanah to Yom HaKippurim,
every Jew is able to rectify via teshuvah and good
deeds the damage he caused to the Ten Utterances.
In this merit, HKB”H will renew the creation with the
Ten Utterances. Every Jew who participated in this
renewal will merit receiving abundant good from the
conduits of plenty generated by the Ten Utterances.

It appears that we can expand on this concept
based on the following passuk (Shemos 24, 12): anx»
TIRAMT N 1ART NI AR Y NN aw e ann R aby twn b n
Janmity snans awy - Hashem said to Moshe, “Ascend
to Me, to the mountain, and be there, and | shall
give you the ‘luchos’ of stone and the Torah,
and the mitzvah that | have written to instruct
them.” Here Rashi comments that all 613 mitzvos
are included in the Aseres HaDibros.

Additionally, the Zohar hakadosh (ibid. 93b) teaches
that the Aseres HaDibros align with the Ten Utterances
with which the world was created. Thus, tzaddikim
who fulfill all the mitzvos of the Torah encompassed
by the Aseres HaDibros are sustaining the world that
was created with the Ten Utterances. As mentioned,
in their merit, HKB”H renews creation annually on
Rosh HaShanah with those Ten Utterances.

As we know, however, it is impossible for any
single individual to actually fulfill all of the mitzvos,
since there are mitzvos only a kohen or only a levi or
only a Yisrael can perform. Therefore, the solution
proposed by our sacred sefarim is for all Jews to unite
as a single body—Ilike one man with one heart. In
this manner, the mitzvos performed by every Jew are
grouped together; thus, it is considered as if every
individual Jew fulfilled all the mitzvos of the Torah.

Shvilei Pinches

This clarifies for us the amazing connection
between parshas Nitzavim and Rosh HaShanah.
As we have learned, the word "am” in the opening
passuk of parshas Nitzavim refers to Rosh HaShanah,
the day on which we want HKB”H to renew the world
that He created with the Ten Utterances. “You are
standing today, all of you, before Hashem, your
G-d” to unite as one to renew the creation with the
Ten Utterances. Then the passuk enumerates the ten
levels and categories of Jews that comprise the people
of Yisrael: “Your heads, your tribes, your elders
and your officers—all the men of Yisrael; your
small children, your women, and your convert
who is in the midst of your camp, from the hewer
of your wood to the drawer of your water.” They
correspond to the Aseres HaDibros that align with the
Ten Utterances. In other words, through the union
of these ten categories, Yisrael are able to renew the
creation accomplished with the Ten Utterances.

Peace and Harmony Among the 600,000
Neshamos of Yisrael Portends Lasting Berachah

Since we are approaching the crucial Shabbas
that precedes Rosh HaShanah, it behooves us to
explore what else HKB”H alluded to us in the opening
passuk of the parsha: "mopbx 't 22a5 mob1 Bt @22y ONN”.
Our sefarim often refer to the teaching in the Zohar
Chadash (Midrash HaNe’elam Shir HaShirim) that
the Torah is composed of 600,000 letters that align
with the 600,000 neshamos of Yisrael. The Megaleh
Amukos on Va'etchanan (186) writes that this is
alluded to by the name %"x=w» which is an acronym for
7y nenrs X2 ow'w w—there are 600,000 letters
in the Torah. This implies that every Jew is actually
associated with a particular letter in the Torah.

With this understanding, we can infer a deeper
message conveyed by the passuk: mo%1o o1 miax: onx”
"mowpbx Ay, In the last Mishnah of Torah she’b’al
peh, we learn (Oktzin 3, 12): XY ,xnabm 12 piynw 27 a8’
"IN MYy T U anRaw et ROR TR f1ona prirm oo 7apn Nen
Jatywa my nk T13° Rabbi Shimon bar Chalafta said:
HKB”H did not find a vessel better suited for
preserving berachah for Yisrael than shalom,
as it states (Tehillim 29, 11): “Hashem will give
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His nation strength; Hashem will bless His

nation with shalom.”

We find a marvelous interpretation of this Mishnah
in the incredible teachings of the Yismach Moshe (Ki
Sisa). He focuses on the Tanna’s language: p»nnawy”
"oxawey nona—a vessel for preserving berachah for
Yisrael. This implies that Yisrael possess a vessel
containing berachah in all situations; however, for it
to preserve the berachah, shalom must prevail among
the people of Yisrael.

This requires further explanation. He explains in
his own inimitable way that HKB”H exerts His influence
in the world through the holy Torah. As the Mishnah
states (Avos 3, 17): "map px mn pr ox’—if there is no
Torah, there is no flour (sustenance). Thus, the Torah
functions as a vessel receiving the bounty from above.
Now, a vessel must be free of holes and cracks in order
to hold a liquid that is poured into it; otherwise, the
liquid will leak out and only the tiny amount adhering
to the sides of the vessel will remain.

In a manner of speaking, the same is true of the
holy Torah; it is analogous to a vessel designed to
receive the plentiful berachah from above. It must
be whole, free of any holes or cracks; otherwise, it
will be incapable of preserving the bounty within it.
Then, unfortunately, the bounty will leak out to the
external forces of evil—the “chitzonim”—who wait
impatiently to steal Yisrael’s bounty. Then, all that
will remain for Yisrael is the residue adherent to the
sides of the vessel.

Based on this analogy, the Yismach Moshe says that
when the 600,000 neshamos of Yisrael are united, the
600,000 letters of the Torah associated with them unite
to form a whole, intact vessel capable of holding and
preserving within it the bountiful berachah provided
to Yisrael from the heavens. If, chas v'shalom, the
600,000 neshamos of Yisrael lack unity, then there
will also be a lack of unity and division among the
600,000 letters of the Torah. In this situation, the
vessel of the Torah will be full of holes and cracks,
and its bounty will leak out to “chitzonim,” who are
anxious to steal it from Yisrael.

Shvilei Pinches

This then is the message conveyed by the Tanna:
“HKB”H did not find a vessel better suited for
preserving berachah for Yisrael than shalom.”
When peace and harmony—*“shalom”—prevails among
the 600,000 neshamos of Yisrael, the vessel of the
Torah consisting of 600,000 letters is whole and intact.
It is a magnificent vessel that holds and preserves the
berachah of plenty for Yisrael, as it states: “Hashem
will give His nation strength”—namely, the Torah,
which HKB”H uses to provide Yisrael with abundant
good. There is a condition, however: “Hashem will
bless His nation with shalom”—shalom is essential
for the vessel to hold and preserve the berachah;
otherwise, it will leak out of the vessel, and all that
will remain for Yisrael is the scraps and residue.

HKB”H Utters a Berachah on the Torah that
Corresponds to All the Neshamos of Yisrael

Itis now fitting to introduce the fascinating comments
of the Arvei Nachal (Ha’azinu 4) related to the Mishnah
under discussion: ,m1yw RYR YRWY 1593 P oo 1A REA K
" aTywa my NN 712 e myy ny ke He refers to a teaching
in the Yerushalmi (R.H. 1, 3): =mao71awa qon obiyaw amaz”
9213 1712 RO, 1D 129K 11729 AN, IR B DYIN 1N TP e,
ONTING TNTRYWW NI AR T IR TRTRWR AR 1AW RRYY WRn,TYTN e
s mminye HKB”H Himself, so to speak, observes all
the mitzvos of the Torah. This is in stark contrast to
human kings; they are capricious; they may or may
not comply with their own edicts. Not so HKB”H; He
observes His own edicts before requiring others to do
so. What is the reason? Because it states (Vayikra 22,
9): “They shall guard My safekeeping . . . | am
Hashem”—I1 am He Who keeps the mitzvos of the
Torah first. Here is a loose translation of the sacred
words of the Arvei Nachal:

It is important to understand that the
kedushah of a sefer-Torah is immense. Its
main significance is being a collection of
600,000 letters on a single parchment; and the
berachah recited over it is superior to all of the
Berachos, since a berachah for a mitzvah is
only for a specific, particular mitzvah, whereas
this berachah encompasses all of the mitzvos
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of the Torah. For this reason, our blessed
Rabbis stressed its importance by proclaiming
that Yisrael were exiled from their land solely
for failing to recite a berachah before studying
Torah (B.M. 85b).

But if even a single letter is missing from
a sefer-Torah, it is invalidated; it no longer
possesses the same kedushah and it is not fit
to recite a berachah over it. Even if they take
a small piece of parchment, write the missing
letter on it, and place it in the sefer-Torah, it
will not help, because the essential kedushah
of a sefer-Torah is the joining together of those
600,000 letters on a single parchment. For,
those 600,000 letters are the entire eminent
stature of kedushah.

Based on this, the Arvei Nachal says something
incredible. Per halachah, it is only permissible to
recite a berachah on the reading of the Torah, if it is
complete with all of its letters. If it is missing even a
single letter, itis prohibited to recite a berachah over it.
Similarly, HKB”H blesses Yisrael, whose 600,000 base
neshamos are associated with the 600,000 letters in
the Torah. So, if shalom and unity are absent among
the 600,000 neshamos of Yisrael, they resemble a
sefer-Torah missing one or more letters. As such, a
berachah cannot be recited over it. This then is the
meaning of the statement: “HKB”H did not find a
vessel better suited for preserving berachah for
Yisrael than shalom.” Because only when shalom
exists among all 600,000 neshamos of Yisrael does
HKB”H recite a berachah over them.

By combining what we have learned from the
Yismach Moshe and the Arvei Nachal, we can shed
some light on the message conveyed to us by HKB”H
in parshas Nitzavim, which is always read on the
Shabbas preceding Rosh HaShanah: ms%1s o1t moax: onx”
,0581 SR WK T 0570w ,05%PT ,05MSYw 05NN 80PN 1 1aY
SRt AR 1Y, TORY 21U, TPAMR 3193 WK 781,050

Rosh HaShanah is alluded to by the term "a»n”. It is
the Day of Judgment, on which all creatures pass before
HKB”H like sheep. HKB”H, in His infinite compassion

Shvilei Pinches

and kindness, yearns to bless all 600,000 neshamos of
Yisrael. Hence, it is worthwhile for all ten categories
of Jews included in these 600,000 neshamos to unite
as one man with one heart. This will allow HKB”H to
recite a berachah over them as a whole, intact vessel
having no cracks or defects. Thus, the berachah will
endure and its bounty will be preserved.

The Fabulous Tikun
of the 600,000 Letters of the Torah

With immense pleasure, we will now introduce an
insight from the Ma’or Einayim (Emor). He writes
that all of the avodah during the holidays of Tishrei—
beginning with Rosh HaShanah, Yom HaKippurim,
Chag HaSuccos, and concluding on Simchas Torah—
are designed so that every Jew will rectify the letter in
the Torah associated with his neshamah. Thus, when
we reach Shemini Atzeres, which is Simchas Torah,
all the letters of the Torah will have been rectified.
We celebrate this accomplishment by rejoicing and
dancing with the sifrei-Torah, and everyone is called
up to the Torah on this festive day. Here is his
illuminating insight in his own sacred words:

IR 17 w2 TR Yow YT ,1INa PUawIn 1 TR nnw vphn o v
71750 1 D1, 1IN wawha PR poaa K1 7192 NT130 1R 1pnannat, s
1w Inn YR SRAwn R Yo bw pbrn aw oov1ann oe mawn WA
RYX RITW NID10M AR 07718700 01 NN 15 Byw inn UR Y nans iR
097137971 2192 B 1w 11 0T DY BRAWe Y 10ant f1aIm  Nnanne

WY ARYY TNINY R KT TN AnRY an Sw iR o Rapa
2w R Y5 15,112 1IRAN YRIW? 1w mwaw opin o 129pna e 1o
Dow amanm 19 TP, INRw WY ownw 1INy ovyian Sy am ppen e by
,15 B2 N1AAMTNA IR PYIY IR NARAY 1IN AraY ara 1ny iy e
SINTIND JNRY WY DWRY 1IN 1aw HPYR P innaw: i panpay
JIRAWY NIAWI MY 18015 1IN N1RIN K137 0 W YT

All partial Jewish neshamos are rooted in the
Torah. For, as it is known, everyone has his own
letter in the Torah. If he strays away from the
blessed Creator, his portion from the root of his
neshamah is interrupted. By means of the tikun
of Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, the portion
of every single Jew is restored in the Torah.

Parshas Nitzavim - Vayeilech 5784 | 5



Then, he has a sort of “aliyah” to the Torah. For,
after Yom HaKippurim, Chag HaSuccos is the
“shade of emunah”—the chupah that protects
Yisrael by means of the tikun afforded them on
Yom HaKippurim.

The last day is called Simchas Torah, since it
is a joyous occasion for the supreme Torah. For,
all the partial root-neshamos of Yisrael returned
and ascended to her; they drew near and united
in her. For, every individual returned to the
Torah—the root of his neshamah—by means of
the tikun afforded by the period of the festivals.
Therefore, the minhag is for every Jew to go up
to the Torah on the day of Simchas torah. For, in
reality, we also ascend to the Torah spiritually
at that time, since we are drawing the root of
our neshamah and the divine portion within us
closer to the Torah, from where the root of one’s
neshamah comes, as explained. As we know,
there are 600,000 letters in the Torah the same
as the number of Jewish root neshamos.

Let us add a spicy tidbit to this idea. For this reason,
it is the accepted Jewish custom for every individual to
be called up to the Torah on Simchas Torah and recite

Ve
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a berachah over it. Thus, we make a symbolic gesture
below to motivate HKB”H to also recite His berachah
over the 600,000 letters of the Torah and concomitantly
over all the 600,000 Jewish neshamos associated with

them that have achieved tikun.

This explains magnificently the statement in the
Zohar hakadosh (Tzav 32a) that every Jew is invited
to a private audience with HKB”H to receive Berachos
from Him for the entire year. Usually, whoever sits
alone with the king may request whatever he wants,
and it will be given to him. Let us explain this in
keeping with our current discussion. On the Yamim
Nora’im and on Chag HaSuccos, we were able to rectify
all 600,000 letters of the Torah, which are associated
with all 600,000 Jewish neshamos.
an action below, we are privileged to sit with HKB”H,
the Giver of the Torah.
on the 600,000 letters of the Torah and all 600,000

neshamos of Yisrael intimately attached to them. In

On account of

He also recites a berachah

this manner, HKB”H fills and satisfies all the requests

of our hearts for the good.
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