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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the
Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoel Nachmani zy'a,
author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,
who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth
and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.
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Hashem Is as Faithful and
Just to The Righteous as He Is to
The Wicked
2(7,3%) NI I P78 DWW PRY IR D-N
Hashem is faithful and without injustice, He is

righteous and proper.

The Gemara in Taanis «"y ») learns the following /3“’*

message from this Passuk, and says as follows.
D°YWIN 10 PYIDIW DWI .ATNR 9K .19 PRI IINR 9-R

¢ 1o 12 DYW 119 98 - And He repays each of those who
hate Him to his face, to make him perish; He will not delay
for the one who hates Him, to his face He will repay him.
Rashi enlightens us to what this Passuk is referring to. no>wm
.82 D210 10 17°ARNY 77,2101 12103 17 D2WN 1°N1 171D YR 1PRIVY
- And He repays each of those who hate Him to his face.
This means that Hashem pays him [i.e. the one who hates
Him] his due rewards, in his lifetime, for the good that he
has done, in order 'to make him perish' from the World to

Come.
¢ ¢ ¢

We can explain that what the Gemara is trying
to gather from the Passuk, nnnr 5-8 - 'Hashem
is faithful', is to reject the following notion.

10 Y71 12, PWIVY 192 N7V %Y 1208 R0 D20
PWIYW N9 N7y Yy 0 D21wa 077730 - Hashem
is faithful and without injustice. 'Hashem is
faithful'; just as we know that the wicked are
punished in the next world for all minor
transgressions that they have committed, so
too we can know that the righteous are
punished in this world for any minor
transgression that they commit.

The Maharsha asks; because the righteous
getting punished in this world we see with our
own eyes, while the wicked getting punished
in the next world we don't see with our own
eyes, therefore the Gemara should have said to
the contrary; Just as we know that the righteous
are punished in this world for any minor
transgression that they commit, so too we can
know that the wicked will be punished in the
next world for all minor transgressions that

they have committed.
* ¢ o

We find that the Navi Yermiah wondered; o'y 777 w170
(R 1) T3 7732 22 199 ,N23 - Why does the way of the wicked
prosper and why are all the betrayers tranquil?

We can answer Yirmiah's bewilderment through a lesson
that Moshe himself taught us in understanding some of
Hashem's ways. , 181w I8 82 ,177°2817 ,17ID YR PRIWD DOWM

Your defense
attorney to
come out
victorious

in the
Judgment.

Because the righteous truly love Hashem and
Hashem truly loves them in return, one might
think that, out of His love to them, Hashem
waives their minor misdemeanors and only
punishes them for the very significant
transgressions which they have committed.
The Gemara thus says as follows. Because the
Passuk clearly calls the wicked 'Hashem's
enemies', and the Passuk also clearly tells us
that Hashem pays the wicked their due rewards

in their lifetime in order 'to make them perish

Zegoé‘:iﬁ;?wn from the World to Come, therefore we can be
and you will assured that Hashem will definitely punish the

merit a good and wicked for every misdemeanor that they have

blessed year. committed. We can learn from this that when
the Passuk says nnns 98 - 'Hashem is faithful’,
it's telling us that Hashem Is faithful and

impartial to all, and the righteous as well are
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punished even for their minor transgressions.
In light of this, we can understand what it is
that the Gemara is deducing from the wicked people's
punishments in the Next World. Hashem is faithful and
without injustice. 'Hashem is faithful'; just as we know that
the wicked are punished in the next world for all minor
transgressions that they have committed, so too we can know
that the righteous are punished in this world for any minor

transgression that they commit. (2 IR 1INWID TNV YN
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You shall take for yourselves on the first day, the fruit of
the citron tree, the branches of date palms, twigs of plaited

tree, and brook willows; and you shall rejoice before
Hashem, your God, for a seven day period.

We can explain that these four species that we have a
Mitzvah to take on Succos, all come to signify that
now after Yom Kippur, when all our sins were
forgiven, we have an opportunity to start anew,
and to utilize the upcoming year, towards
perfecting ourselves and our deeds in our Avodas
Hashem.

The Esrog, which represents the Heart,
reminds us to strengthen our relationship and
love to Hashem. Additionally, just as an Esrog
remains growing on the tree throughout the entire
year without being effected by any weather or
condition, and remains complete and wholesome
throughout all the seasons, so too we should
strive to remain steadfast in our commitment to
Hashem throughout every situation and to
utilize our every moment to perfect ourselves.

The Lulav reminds us to do Teshuva. As the
Lulav has a good taste but no smell at all, it
reminds us what the Gemara in Eruvin 2"y 8")
says regarding one who doesn’t sin; 2°’n37 °8n
RON DYV DYV KW RIW’ 771N 128,177 1203 DRTITH
- What is the meaning of that which is written
“The violets emit a fragrance”? This refers to
the young men of Israel who have not tasted the
Sflavor of sin .The missing fragrance of the Lulav will remind us
to do Teshuva so that we can acquire within ourselves the good
scent that the Gemara is referring to. Furthermore, we know that
the Lulav represents the Spine, which symbolizes the strength of

the person, which comes to remind us to do Teshuvah while we
still have the strength to do so.

The Hadasim, which needs its leaves to cover the entire twig in
order to be suitable for the Mitzvah, comes to remind us of
the Mishnah in Avos (0"n 3"0) who teaches us as follows;
DA 0727 PR B3, T K1 ,/197 T ROTT 12 RPN 710
NNPPNN INNIN PR PYYNN N0 1NN 557,705 1mar -
Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa says... He used to say
“Anyone whose deeds exceed his wisdom, his wisdom
will endure, but anyone whose wisdom exceeds his deeds,
his wisdom will not endure”. The leaves represent the
good deeds of a person and the wooden trunk and twigs
represent his wisdom. Just as the leaves of the Hadas
need to overshadow the twig, so too our good deeds
need to exceed our wisdom.

The Arava symbolizes the Lips. Just as a dried willow
branch is unacceptable for the Mitzvah, so too one must
make sure to constantly wet his lips by speaking out loud
the words of the Torah. This is demonstrated
in the following incident that the Gemara
records in Eruvin 810n% “nnaws ~112 2"y 13
82 72 MR ,71 W0 ,NWN21 0711 R MNT RN
D>12R N"1N72 1217y DR ,AMNWI 221 1217y ,2100 72
NMNNWN NPR IRY DRI NINNWN 1YW - Beruriah
once encountered a certain student who was
reviewing his studies quietly. She kicked him
and said to him “Is the following not written
- Arranged in all and secure; If your learning
is arranged in all your two hundred and forty
eight limbs, then it is secure and will not be
forgotten, but if not, it is not secure and will
be forgotten’?

When we hold these Four Species every day
of Succos, it’s a time for retrospection, to see if our ways coincide
with the lessons that these species teach us, and if not there is no
time better then now to change our ways. This will definitely be
a merit for us to be blessed with a year of Life and Prosperity.
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