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Torah Wellsprings - Purim

Prepared for Purim - or Not

It states (Esther 1:21) 12901 1273 7217 wyn. The
Beis Aharon (p.69a) explains this to mean as
follows 79w1 wyn, Hashem will do 12 9273,
in accordance with how the person prepared
himself for the holiday. It is known that
when one prepares himself for a yom tov or
for a mitzvah, the kedushah of the good deeds,
and the mysw, bounty that Hashem gives

us, increase immensely.!

About Matan Torah Chazal (Shabbos 88a)
teach: "(Shemos 19:17) 3171 morn2 1y, 'They
stood at the bottom of the mountain.' This
tells us that Hakadosh Baruch Hu raised the
mountain [Har Sinai] above them, as if it
were a barrel, and Hashem said to the nation,
'If you accept the Torah, it will be good.
Otherwise, you will be buried there.' Rava
bar Acha said ... 87785 7279 770 80w, 'From
this the nation can claim that they were
forced to receive the Torah!'

Rashi explains that if they don’t keep the
Torah, the nation now has an excuse. Rashi
writes, "If they will be brought to judgment,
'Why didn't you keep the Torah that you
accepted?' They have an answer. They can
say that they were forced to receive the
Torah."

The Gemara continues, M>3p 377719 °0 5y AN
wawns >3, 'Nevertheless, they received the
Torah again in the days of Achashveirosh,
as it states (Esther 9:27) WP , 0T 123p 1P, they
accepted, 93> opw mp, the Torah that they
had already received."

Rashi writes, PITWAN D03, "In
Achashveirosh's time [they received the
Torah again] due to their love of the miracle
that happened to them."

They can no longer claim that they were
forced to keep the Torah because they
accepted the Torah with love. This occurred
in the days of Mordechai and Esther.

There is an aspect of matan Torah on
Purim, too. On Shavuos, we received the
Torah out of fear, and on Purim, we receive
the Torah again, from love. Before Shavuos,
we have three days for preparation (the » nvow
oum). Rebbe Yitzchak of Vorka zt'l says that
similarly, before Purim, we have three days
to prepare. As the Mishnah states at the
beginning of Masechta Megillah (a), 17
WY TYRIND Y TR Ty D9 Y TN IRDR)
Ty My, "The megillah is read on the days:
11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 [of Adar]." Today, we
don't read the Megillah on the 11%, 12, and
13" of Adar, only on the 14" and 15".
Nevertheless, the 11, 12, and 13th remain
special days. They are like the 75337 % nwbw,
the three days we prepare for matan Torah.
We prepare for the matan Torah of Purim,
and for the mitzvos that we will perform
when Purim arrives. The preparations will
elevate the mitzvos to higher levels, and we
will receive many spiritual and gashmiyus
blessings.

Therefore, it is good to prepare for Purim.
We can do this by studying about the holiday
and the mitzvos, and we can increase our
yearning and aspirations, and we can daven
that we should succeed in performing the
mitzvos properly.

Nevertheless, Hashem knows the
hardships of the times. People don't have
yishuv hadaas; they don't have time, and it is
hard to prepare properly for Purim.
Therefore, Hashem has compassion for us,
and even without preparation, Hashem
gives us immense bounty.

1. The gematria of m>n is 80, the same as M, foundation. This is a hint that the foundation of proper

mitzvah performance is its preparation.
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The Chofetz Chaim zt'l told a mashal of
an oil merchant who came to a village. The
villagers brought their empty vessels to him.
One brought a jug, one brought a pot, etc.,
and the merchant filled the vessels with oil.
Eventually, the villagers ran out of vessels.
The merchant said, "You want to buy more
oil, and I want to sell it to you, but if you
don't have vessels to receive it, I have no
way to give it to you." This mashal describes
the importance of preparing for a yom tov,
and for Purim. Hashem wants to give
gashmiyus and ruchniyus, and we want to
receive, but we need vessels to receive the
spiritual and worldly goods. Each step we
take in our preparation for Purim prepares
another jug, another container to receive
Hashem's bounty that He wants to give us.
Nevertheless, as we wrote, Hashem has
compassion on us, and if we didn't prepare,
Hashem gives us a vessel so that we can
receive the bounty of the holiday.

On Purim, when one gives mishloach
manos, he gives the dish, too. During the
year, when one gives a gift to another person,
he wants the container back. (Perhaps not in our
generation, when people use plastic dishes and containers,
but going back to the days when a gift was placed in a glass
or silver container, the giver expected to receive the container
back) However, with mishloach manos, the
container is also given, together with the
gift. This hints that on Purim, when Hashem
gives us bounty, He gives it together with
the vessel, which means that even if a person
didn't prepare for Purim, he doesn't have
anywhere to place Hashem's bounty, it’s not
a problem, because Hashem will give us the
bounty together with the container.?

When the miracle of Purim occurred, the
Jewish nation wasn’t worthy. They weren't
at a high level due to their aveiros, as Chazal
tell us. Nevertheless, Hashem saved them.
Therefore, we shouldn't be surprised,
Hashem will perform miracles for us, too,
on Purim, even if we didn't prepare, even if
we have aveiros, and even if we aren't
worthy.

The Chasam Sofer (Drashos) quotes from
Chazal that Haman's gezeiros were decreed
after the Jewish nation had aveiros. They
had bowed down to Nevuchadnezzar’s
avodah zarah, and they partook in
Achashveirosh's seudah. Heaven agreed
that Haman's decree of annihilation was
titting for them, r'l. Nevertheless, Hashem
saved them and performed miracles for
them. This is actually one of the great
miracles of Purim that the salvation came
despite their aveiros.

Vashti was killed at Achashveirosh's
meal, and her vacancy made place for Esther
to come and save the nation. The Chasam
Sofer points out that at the time of the
aveirah (eating at Achashveirosh's feast), Hashem
was already preparing the stages for the
salvation of Bnei Yisraell This was an
amazing kindness and miracle.

Hashem saved us from Haman and from
Achashveirosh, not because we were worthy,
butrather because of Hislove and compassion
for us. The Chasam Sofer teaches that
therefore, Shulchan Aruch ©94:3) tells us,n
"We aren't cautious [where to give] tzedakah
for Purim. Whoever puts out his hand to
receive, we give to him." We aren't particular

2. Another indication to this concept is from Shulchan Aruch (694:3). It states, 1> Dy 59537 s 1 5. The
literal meaning of this halachah is that when someone says, "I don’t have money to prepare a Purim
seudah", we give him money without investigating whether his claim is true or not. We can also read the
phrase 177773, that the phrase is hinting at the following idea: 59517 vuisw # 52, whoever stretches out his
hands in prayer, and asks his Father in heaven for salvation, > o .17, Heaven gives him a hand. This
means that even if he didn't prepare a vessel with which to receive Hashem's bounty, > o .07, Hashem
gives him a hand and a vessel, so that he should be able to receive the bounty and the salvation that

Hashem desires to shower on him.
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as to where we give tzedakah. Everyone can
receive. The Chasam Sofer says that just as
Hashem wasn’t picky with us, and He saved
us although we weren't worthy, we also
aren't particular with others, and we help
whoever puts out his hand for assistance.

We understand from this that even if we
didn't prepare for this holy day, as we should
have, Hashem will have compassion on us
and perform miracles for us, as He did in
the days of Mordechai and Esther.?

The Midrash says, "Even if all the yomim
tovim will cease to exist, Purim will continue
to be, because it states 112y 85 moNT DET WM
Dy Mo XS 0N o i, "These days of
Purim should never cease among Yidden,
nor shall their remembrance perish from
their descendants."

This is a surprising Midrash. Why should
the yomim tovim cease to exist? Isn't the
Torah forever?

Someone asked this question to the
Rashba, and the Rashba wrote this question
in his teshuvos (Teshuvos HaRashba vol.1 teshuvah
93): "Why would one think that something
from the Torah will ever cease? Not one
letter, and not the 7"v ®w w1, drop of the
letter yud [will ever change from the Torah]!"

The Rashba replies that due to sin, it is
possible that the yomim tovim might end.
As it states (Eichah 2:6) N2W) T¥Mm P83 T oMY,
"Hashem made Tzion oblivious of yom tov
and Shabbos..."

But regarding Purim, Hashem promised
that (9:28) Dyam MDY 85 DI DT T 1A N,
"These days of Purim should never cease
among the Yidden, mnor shall their
remembrance perish from their descendants."
Purim will be forever, in all generations.*

We understand from this that no aveirah
will ever make us unworthy of Purim. So,
certainly, we should prepare for Purim, and
the more we prepare, the better. But even
when we aren't worthy, Purim will be for
us. Miracles and salvations will occur, as
they did in the past.

Tefillah

Tana d'Bei Eliyahu (ch.20) writes that when
Agag, the king of Amalek, was captured (by
Shaul HaMelech and his army), he cried and moaned
in prison. He said, "Woe to me. Perhaps I
will not leave descendants in the world!"
Tana d'Bei Eliyahu says that in the merit of
these tears, he merited descendants, and
Haman came from him. Reb Chaim
Kanievsky zt'l says that we see from this
source the amazing power of tefillah. It
doesn’t make a difference who is praying or
what he is praying for. Tefillah is so powerful
before Hashem that every prayer has an
effect. Agag was a rasha, from the family of
Amalek, and his prayers were that he should
have offspring, which is entirely against
Hashem's will. Hashem wants Amalek's
memory to be erased - not perpetuated.
Nevertheless, his tefillos were answered.
That is the power of tefillah. Let us learn

3. We sing, b 9131 inam on, which can mean that even those who are mamn, destroyed by sin, w5 3131, they
too are remembered for good on Purim and can attain atonement and salvation.

4. The Rashba adds that the Midrash says that the same is with Yom Kippur. It will never cease, and we
will always have the atonement of Yom Kippur. This is because it states (Vayikra 16:34) 2% npm’ 025 DNt imm
M3 NI DOND 50 87 13 By 1925, "This shall be to you an eternal decree to bring atonement upon Bnei Yisrael

for all their sins once a year."

Although about Pesach it states (Shemos 12:14) s 29 npr 0>0v1; 712 50 08 oM, "You shall celebrate it as a
yom tov for Hashem for your generations, as an eternal decree shall you celebrate it." This is a command
- in each generation, we must celebrate the yom tov of Pesach. But with regards to Yom Kippur and Purim,
the Torah is promising that these yomim tovim will always exist. They will never be taken from us, even
if we aren't worthy, and even if we have aveiros, chalilah.
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from this that when a Yid davens to Hashem,
and his requests are the will of Hashem, the
tefillos will be very effective.

After reading the megillah, we say mww
3Py, and we say, 172> 89 w1 K> PR Dow pind
72 oo 5o nesd, "To make known that all
those who trust in You, they will never be
embarrassed - all those who trust in You."
The Brisker Rav zt'l (msmymunms) explains that
this means that the purpose of Megillas
Esther is to make known that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu answers the tefillos of Bnei
Yisrael when they call out to Him.

Taanis Esther is a day for tefillah. The
Divrei Chaim zt'l would stay in his room
throughout Taanis Esther. When a question
arose, he would answer it quickly and return
to his avodah. Also, Rebbe Levi Yitzchak of
Berdichev zt'l would spend the entire day of

One year on Purim, Rebbe Shimon
Nosson Nata zt'l, the Lelover Rebbe, was in
his room for a very long time. Many people
arrived to give him mishloach manos. They
were waiting outside his room, but he wasn’t
coming out, and he didn't open the door for
them. Reb Matisyahu Deutsch z'"l was there,
and he filled his heart with courage and
opened the Rebbe's door. He apologized to
the Rebbe for disturbing him but explained
that many people were waiting for him. The
Lelover Rebbe replied, "My avodah of the
entire year is dependent on Purim. Do you
want to take this away from me?" Then he
instructed him to leave the room and to
close the door behind him.

His son, Reb Moshe Mordechai of Lelov
zt'l, would do something similar. He spent a
lot of time saying Tehillim on Purim.

We should learn from their ways. Purim

Taanis Esther alone with his Creator. On
Taanis Esther, no one was able to talk to him
about matters of this world. Tzaddikim said
that due to the Berdichever Rav's avodah on
this day, he subjugated the kelipos of the
seventy nations.’

is an ideal time to invest in tefillah and to
arouse Hashem's compassion for His
children.

ADY IND I (printed in Frankfort, year 5478) Writes
that the custom is to come to the beis medresh

5. The Kav HaYashar (ch.97) quotes the Beis Yosef's magid, “Hashem’s hashgachah is always over Bnei
Yisrael. They are His lot, His chosen nation, and He desires to grant them Olam Haba. Therefore, when
the 14™ of Adar approaches, the day the Jewish nation is extremely joyous with the miracles that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu performed for them, that He brought the downfall of the rasha Haman and his children and
the other resha’im of that time... and Chazal say, ‘one is obligated to be happy with wine on Purim,’
therefore, Hakadosh Baruch Hu commanded us to fast before Purim because fasting is a segulah to be
protected from sin. Fasting causes the Satan not to be mekatreg and lead the Jewish nation to sin due to
abundant eating and drinking.

"It is therefore important to have kavanah in the selichos on taanis Esther when we say the piyut 9000 mida.
The final stanza of this selichos is n>2n 92pm 7>on yw, ‘Listen to our prayers and remove sin...” When saying
these words, have kavanah that you shouldn’t sin, chas veshalom, as a result of the eating, drinking, and
festivities of Purim.”

The Kav HaYashar further teaches that taanis Esther is an auspicious day for tefillah for all our needs. He
writes, “People from the villages should come to the city, so they can daven in a beis knesses on taanis
Esther because taanis Esther is very mesugal for our tefillos to be answered, in the merit of Mordechai and
Esther. Whoever needs a salvation should take the time to say Tehillim chapter 22, “smwnn>x,” and afterward
pour out his heart in prayer before Hashem to request his needs, and rouse the merit of Mordechai and
Esther. In their merit, Hashem will listen to his tefillos, open the gates of compassion, and answer his tefillos.
Therefore, beloved people of Hashem, the holy nation, who gather to listen to megillah on Purim... Arouse
Mordechai and Esther’s merits because taanis Esther and Purim are days of mam ng9, desire and love. It is
good to pray on taanis Esther, and the One who listens to prayers will compassionately answer your tefillos,
amen.”
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a little earlier than usual on Purim morning,
so one can finish Tehillim before Netz
HaChamah, and then to daven Shacharis.

One year, at the Purim tish of the Beis
Avraham zt'l, he spoke about the importance
of tefillah on this day. He discussed the
pasuk (Esther 83) 12 3a0m 72m, "She wept and
beseeched him." It states 3mnm, and not 1mm.
This means that she and her entire essence
became one with her tefillah. Her request
was 1», to be close to Hashem (Avodas Pnim).°

The Gemara (Megillah 5a) says, 2w 03 ¥3 237
o3 i, Rebbe planted a plant of joy on
Purim. Generally, planting isn't a time for
joy because one doesn't know whether the
plant will grow or not. The joy is when one
harvests the fruits, as it says (Tehillim 126:5)

3R 1393 mynTa oy, "Those who tearfully
sow will reap in glad song."

However, on Purim, there is joy when
one plants, because he is sure that it will
grow well, and he will earn a good profit
from his efforts. This is because the gates of
heaven are opened wide on this day, for
every person, and the wise draw from this
day refuos and yeshuos with their tefillos.

There is a saying from generations ago
regarding Purim, 9977 P78 N 0990 9pane 9y,
every simple, regular person becomes the
tzaddik of his generation on Purim. Everyone
receives the amazing power on Purim to
annul decrees and to draw down yeshuos
with his tefillos.”

6. The complete pasuk is 2w/ WX WA NRY 2T 17 OYI D8 PIYT2 1 BA0M T2m 1937 195 Som 707 1% 927M IM0N A0
o717 %y, "Esther yet again spoke to the king, she fell to his feet and wept and beseeched him to avert the
evil intention of Haman the Agagite, and his scheme that he had plotted against the Yidden."

It is known that whenever the word 7727 appears in the megillah (as opposed to wawnx T1), it refers to the
King of the world, Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Perhaps it appeared that Esther was speaking with Achashveirosh, but her primary intention was a prayer
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, because she knew that only Hashem could save her and her nation. When she
prayed, it was with her entire being. Some people pray with their mouths, but their minds are elsewhere.
But when Esther prayed to Hashem for salvation, it was with every fiber of her soul. This is alluded to in
the word pmnm. If it would state y3mm, this would mean that she prayed. yynnm means she turned herself into
prayer. (yoomis a Syom verb, which means that she did it to herself. So, nnm means she made herself into an essence of tefillah.)

7. Zeresh told Haman (Esther 5:14), 5y *>791 nX ¥5m 7205 MoK 99331, “In the morning fell the king and have them
hang Mordechai on it.” The language (F»>-mx) sounds almost like a command (she didn't say Fonb wpan, request
from the king). It seems that Haman could command Achashverosh to hang Mordechai.

Haman followed her advice. He came to Achashverosh (6:4), yyi 5y >>79 nx mbn% 1on5 x5, “To tell the king to
hang Mordechai on the gallows.”

How could Haman demand things from Achashverosh?

The answer is that in the political hierarchy, Haman was, to some degree, higher than Achashverosh. The
Gemara (Megillah 15.) states, wawnxn i 733, "Haman became greater than Achashverosh.”

The Yalkut Shimoni writes that Haman’s m»3, platform, was higher than Achashverosh’s. This is why Haman
could demand things from Achashverosh, and Achashverosh would be obliged to listen.

The Shem MiShmuel (vy1n) teaches that on Purim, a Yid can, similarly, keviyachol, request things from
Hashem, and Hashem will listen and do as he requests. He explains that the miracles of Purim recur each
year, and the special power of tefillah that we receive is awakened every Purim.

In Shoshanas Yaakov, we praise Mordechai HaTzaddik with the most significant praise of all, and that is
o7, “Mordechai the Yid.” On Purim, the greatest compliment is simply to be a Yid, because Yidden
are elevated to the highest levels on this day, and their requests are fulfilled.
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The Pele Yoetz (Hornestiepley writes that on It is written in Sequlas Yisrael, "I learned
Purim, even the tefillah of someone davening from a gadol z'l that on Purim it is mesugal to
rise early in the morning and daven a lot, and
specifically ask Hashem for nm»»r3, children,
health, and parnassah, or any other matter.
One should pray for himself and his relatives
because Purim is a great eis ratzon for tefillah,
by himself. Hashem answers even his tefillos all worlds are happy and want to give...” (This
on Purim. sequlah is also taught by the Baal Shem Tov’s students.)®

b'yichudus (by himself) is beloved and accepted.
This is hinted at in the pasuk (Esther 9:25), 8122
IR 7277 30%, which is written in the singular
tense. It alludes to a person who is davening

8. The Chasam Sofer zt'l writes in the name of the Shev Yaakov that whoever studies Torah on Purim night
(between the two megillah readings) is guaranteed to be a ben Olam HaBa.

It is also a good time for tefillah. Today, in many batei midrashim, there are minyanim either on Purim
night or early Purim morning to recite Tehillim.

One Purim, Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz zt'] was speaking with Rebbe Shalom of Belz ztl. A simple farmer
came by and said to Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz, “Rebbe, please bless me with a tv71 1273, a blessing of a
simple person.” The chassidim laughed (because Rebbe Naftali’s brachos were a p7s 1373, and not a vr17 n>13). Rebbe
Naftali Ropshitzer told them, “Why do you laugh? You didn’t understand what he said. He was asking
for the brachos that a 117, a simple person, would ask for. Ovdei Hashem ask for success in learning, to
daven with kavanah, and the like. But simple people ask for parnassah. He wants a vy 1233, a brachah for
the matters that a simple person requests.”

The Satmar Rebbe zt'] repeated this story at his Purim seudah, adding a lesson that a person should ask for
what he truly desires. He shouldn’t be untruthful with himself. If he wants a r11 173, that is what he
should daven for.

The Sfas Emes writes that Purim is a time for mahapeichos, revolutions (x o). This is what happened to
Haman. He started at a very low level, rose to the highest level, fell again, and was hanged. It is a time
when things can turn around.

Once, in Europe, in the time of the Baal Shem Tov zy'a, there was a drought, and everyone davened for
rain, but the heavens remained sealed. The Baal Shem Tov's students asked their great rebbe to daven for
rain. The Baal Shem Tov zt'l replied, "I can't annul this decree, but I know someone who can. He's an
alcoholic. If you catch him at a sober moment, and he davens for rain, it will rain."

The Baal Shem Tov's students traveled to the city where this alcoholic lived and waited for an opportunity
to ask him to daven for them. This wasn't as easy as it sounds because this man would drink early in the
morning, and there was no one to talk to after that. Finally, one day, they caught him the moment he
awoke, and as he reached for his bottle, they stopped him and asked him to daven for rain.

The man replied, "Don't you see that I'm a shicker? Why are you asking me to daven for rain? You are great
scholars. You should daven."

The students replied, "No, we need you to daven for rain. The Baal Shem Tov said you have this ability."
The man raised his hands and davened, and it began to rain immediately.

When the students returned to the Baal Shem Tov, the Baal Shem Tov told them, “As you saw, this man
isn't the greatest tzaddik. I will tell you how he received the power of tefillah."

The Baal Shem Tov told the following story:

One day, this man was on his way to commit a severe aveirah when he encountered a poor family thrown
into a deep pit. The children were crying, and the parents looked forlorn; the pitiful sight roused his mercy.
He asked them what had happened to them.

"We couldn’t pay the rent, so our landlord threw us in here to die..." they cried.
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"How much money do you need?"

They told him. It was the exact amount of money he had with him, which he had taken with him to
perform his aveirah. It was a large sum. He overcame his yetzer hara and gave them all the money he had
with him.

This good deed created a commotion in heaven. It was decided that he would be rewarded with the power
of tefillah. Whatever he would ask, Hashem would fulfill.

The problem was that he might use his strength for negative things; after all, he was a very sinful person.
Therefore, it was decreed in heaven that he would become an alcoholic. This way, he wouldn’t be aware
of his strength.

The Chidushei HaRim zt'l told this story and explained that this is why Chazal gave us the mitzvah to
drink on Purim. On Purim, everyone has the power of tefillah. Whatever we request is granted. To hide
this great gift that Hashem gave us, Chazal decreed that people should drink. People get involved in that
and forget that they have the power of tefillah.

Sometimes people say, "But I don't feel anything." They aren’t inclined to invest in Tehillim and tefillos on
Purim and Taanis Esther because they say they don't feel the kedushah of Purim (....as if everyone else does feel
the kedushah!). It doesn't make a difference whether you feel it or not. It is a special time for tefillah. Take
advantage of it!

It can be compared to someone who enters an elevator, presses the button to reach the 100th floor, but
refuses to exit the elevator when it stops. "You reached your destination; why don't you leave the elevator?"
people ask.

He replies, "It doesn't feel like I climbed a hundred flights."
"Whether you feel it or not, you are now on the hundredth floor. Get out!"

The same goes for these holy days. It doesn't matter what you feel. The fact is that you are now at this
high place. Take advantage of these days and invest in tefillah!

Once, a chasid of Rebbe Moshe Razvadover zt'l went to Belz to be with Rebbe Yissachar Dov of Belz zt'l
for yom tov. When he returned to Razvadov, he feared that his rebbe would be upset that he hadn't stayed
with him for yom tov, and instead went to Belz, so he apologized and said, "My feet were in Belz, but my
heart was here in Razvadov."

The Rebbe responded, "Next time, keep your feet in Razvadov, and your heart can be in Belz."

For our topic, it doesn't matter what you feel in your heart. Regardless of what you feel, these are incredibly
holy days. So, daven well, recite Tehillim, and act according to the holiness of the time.

A wealthy couple was childless. The husband asked his wife to go to Reb Meir of Premishlan zt'l for a
brachah for children. The husband said, "Tell the rebbe that even if I must lose all my money to get this
yeshuah, I agree to that, as long as I can have a child."

When she came to the rebbe, she stumbled on her words and accidentally said, "My husband says he agrees
to remain with his money as long as he can have a child."

Reb Meir laughed because he understood what she had wanted to say. The rebbe said, "But you spoke
correctly. Hashem can do anything. Why shouldn’t you stay with your money and have a child too?" And
that is what occurred.

Why not ask for a lot? Hashem can give it to you.
The Ben Ish Chai zt'l asked the following riddle:
Ten birds are on a gate, and you shoot one of them. How many are left?

The answer is that only one is left because when you shoot one, the other nine will fly away. You are left
with one - the one you shot.
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The Tur 93) writes, “Rav  Amram 2z’
writes... to say extra tefillos on Purim since
itis a day of miracles (mor). We were redeemed
from our troubles on this day. Therefore, we
must ask compassion from Hashem to
redeem us once again.”

The Imrei Noam writes, m72307 & 009 122
WRIM 7op05 Ty 13 onmn, “On the days of
Purim, compassion, and love abound to the
highest degrees.” Notice that the Imrei
Noam writes om9 1, the two days of Purim.
This is because Shushan Purim is also a day
for tefillah.

The Ateres Tzvi zt'l taught that a person
could accomplish more with his tefillos on
Shushan Purim than on Purim.

The Miracle Came from Tefillah

The Midrash (Esther Rabba 7:13) states, "When
Haman plotted to destroy the Jewish nation,
Eliyah HaNavi z'l ran, in a 1573, confusion,
to the avos (Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov) and to
Moshe Rabbeinu, and he said, 'Holy
forefathers! For how long will you sleep in
your graves? Why aren't you paying
attention to the tzarah the Yidden are in? The
malachim, the sun, moon, and the stars are
all crying bitterly, and you are keeping
distant and not paying attention.'

"The avos asked, 'What is the reason for
this decree?"

"Eliyahu replied, 'Bnei Yisroel ate at
Achashveirosh's party, and it was therefore
decreed that they will be destroyed and that
their memory be erased forever.'

"The avos replied, 'If they transgressed
Hakadosh Baruch Hu's laws and therefore

the decree was signed, what can we do about
it?'

"Eliyahu returned to Moshe Rabbeinu
and said, 'Devoted shepherd of Bnei Yisrael.
Many times, the Jewish people's lives were
in danger, and you prayed for them. You
annulled the decree, and the nation was
spared. [Now, once again, daven for the
Jewish people.]'

"Moshe replied, 'Is there a tzaddik in the
generation?'

"Eliyahu replied, 'There is. His name is
Mordechai.'

"Moshe said, 'Tell him about the decree.
He will daven that the decree should be
annulled from the earth, and you and I will
daven before Hakadosh Baruch Hu in
heaven.'

"Eliyahu said, 'But the decree has already
been written.'

"Moshe said, 'If the decree was sealed
with clay, our tefillos could be effective. If

the decree was sealed in blood, what will be
will be.'

"Eliyahu replied that the decree was
signed in clay."

Moshe repeated, 'Tell Mordechai about
the decree.'

"Eliyahu went to Mordechai and told
him. As it states (Esther 4:1) W8 52 1IN Y7 2790
P ON DT Y Yy, 'Mordechai knew
everything that happened and Mordechai
ripped his clothing.'..." He knew about the
decree because Eliyahu told him about it.
Moshe and Eliyahu davened in heaven,

He told this as a mashal of people who run after dead things. They live for seventy or eighty years, run
after dead things, like money and pleasures, and don't pursue "live" things, such as Torah and mitzvos.
They end up with their dead merchandise, while the live matters fly away and elude them.

The same applies to Purim. Some people run after dead things on Purim and become absorbed in trivial
matters. Minor matters occupy their minds. But there are live things to achieve on Purim (such as simchah,
deveikus, praise to Hashem, mitzvos, etc.). Pursue what is alive, and don't get tied down by what is dead.
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Mordechai davened from the earth, and the
decree was annulled."

It states (Esther 2:5), MW 77237 W23 0 0T WON
LR 1209w 13 PN 13007, "There was a Yid in
the capital Shushan. His name was
Mordechai, the son of Yair, the son of Shimi,
the son of Kish..."

The Gemara (Megiliah 12;) says that the pasuk
isn't only mentioning Mordechai's yichus
(because if it were, it would tell his yichus up to Binyamin).
The pasuk is coming to teach us about
Mordechai HaTzaddik. The Gemara says 12
N implies, Woona SN Sw DYy YNTY 13,
"Mordechai was someone who enlightened
the eyes of Yidden with his tefillos. 'yiw 12
implies, W>on 58 ypww 13, he was a person
whose tefillos were heard by Hashem. v»p 12
means, ° OEN oo ww Sy wpnw, "He
knocked on the doors of heaven, and they
were opened for him."

We can wonder why Mordechai was
named ©’p, because he was vpi1, knocking
on the gates of heaven. It seems more
appropriate to call him rng, hinting at the
fact that he opened the gates of heaven with
his tefillah.

We can explain that we are praising
Mordechai for not giving up. He knocked at
the gates of heaven, and when the gates
didn't open, he knocked again and again
until they opened. His tefillos were answered,
and Klal Yisrael was saved.

The Rambam (end of musnn i) writes:

"The nevi'im with the beis din established
and commanded that we read the megillah
atits designated time to remember Hakadosh
Baruch Hu's praises and the salvation He
performed for us, and that He was near to

listen to our shouts, so we will bless Him
and praise Him and to let the upcoming
generations know that what the Torah says
is true [that Hashem listens to our tefillos].
As it states (Devarim 4:7), DPOR 12 WN D17 M
YOR MNP 933 RSN 1D YoN oap, 'Which great
nation has a god as close to them like Hashem
our G-d who is close to us whenever we
pray to Him."

The word 71 is associated with bitachon,
as it states (Tenillim 22:9), 12> 71 5% 5, "Roll
[your problems] onto Hashem, and He will
save you." m»m comes from the word 5v,
roll, associated with bitachon, which is what
saved us in the era of Mordechai and Esther.

The Gemara (Megitiah 15) asks, "Why did
Esther invite Haman to the party...? So the
Yidden won't say, 'We have a sister in the
palace."

Initially, the Yidden trusted that Esther
would help them. When Haman made his
evil decree, they said, "Esther will certainly
speak with Achashveirosh and annul the
decree." But then Esther invited Haman to
her party. The people lost trust in Esther
helping them, and they placed their trust in
Hashem. That's when they were saved.

Similarly, when Haman drew lots, he
thought that he could destroy the Jewish
nation, but the lots caused the Jewish nation
to turn to Hashem and trust in Him. They
felt desperate, and they turned their eyes to
Hashem, and whenever Yidden turn to
Hashem, they are saved. Therefore, the yom
tov is called oo, named after the 7. The 1o
was a positive moment for the Jewish nation
because it brought them to place their trust
in Hashem.

9. The Midrash tells about a ship that came to an inhabited island. They sent the only Yid aboard to go to
the island to bring back provisions. The Yid asked, "Why me? I'm a stranger on this island, just like you.

No one knows me here. I will be all alone there..."

The captain answered him, "A Yid is never alone. As it states, v5x 1%7p %3 wp 113, when you call to Hashem,

Hashem is near you, and He will help you."
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Miracles Each Purim

The Baal Shem Tov zy’'a explains the
Gemara (Megillah 17), X¥ K2 y791°5 77900 N XNP7,
if one reads the megillah and praises Hashem
for the miracles that He performed for us in
the past but lacks the knowledge that
Hashem performs miracles in the present, x>
8y, he didn’t perform the mitzvah properly.
Hashem does miracles for us right now, too.

It states (Esther 9:28) 923 DWY) D21 9NT D)
M7 W, "These days shall be remembered
and celebrated by every generation..." Every
year, and every generation, the light and the
miracles of Purim recur.

Reb Chaim Vital zt'l teaches this lesson
from the following pasuk (Esther 9:28), D327 1"
DY 1D N 09N 073 e 12y XD N, "These
days of Purim should never cease among
Yidden, nor shall their remembrance perish
from their descendants." On Purim, we don't
only remember the miracles of the past, but
they happen every year again.

The Arizal writes, "This 'light' doesn't
come, not on Shabbos and not on Yom Tov,
only on Purim." Purim is a very special time,
a kedushah that doesn't exist on any other
day of the year, and together with this
holiness comes the many miracles, which
occur each year.

The Maor Einayim writes that just as we
were saved from Haman on Purim, every
year, we are saved from our enemies who
want to harm us, in the merit of Purim.™

Before reading the Megillah, we say the
brachah 1171 1513 00 o2 wmand oo ey, that
Hashem performed miracles in those days,
and at this time. However, the Sfas Emes
(5760 owmam) asks, we read the megillah on the
14 of Adar. No miracle occurred on the 14t
of Adar. The miracle occurred on the 13* of
Adar, when they won the war! As Rashi
writes (Megillah 2a) 77713 ©377 9Py, the primary
miracle was on the 13™ of Adar, when they
won the war, and on the 14", they celebrated
the miracle that occurred. So, why do we
say on the fourteenth of Adar, o3 mwyw
™oy onn o3 wmand,  that  Hashem
performed miracles in those days, at this
time? The miracles weren't exactly "at this
time."

The Sfas Emes answers that we are
blessing Hashem for the miracles that
happen each year on the 14™ of Adar when
we read the megillah and celebrate Purim.
We praise Hashem o o102 wmanb oo nwyw,
that Hashem made miracles on the 13th of
Adar in those days, and that Hashem
continues performing miracles for us in our
generation, 77 1213, in this time, on the 14th
of Adar, when we read the megillah and
perform the mitzvos."

10. The Gemara (Megillah 13b) says that Haman said lashon hara on the Jewish nation, that throughout the
year, they say: ori1nop v naw, Today is Shabbos... Today is Pesach..." The simple meaning is that when
they are called upon to work for the king as a tax, they always come up with different excuses; it is
Shabbos, or it is Pesach, and they can't work. But we can also explain that Haman couldn’t stand that the
Jewish nation would say "Today is Shabbos... Today is Pesach...". They didn't celebrate the holidays solely
to commemorate what occurred in the past; they understood that Pesach occurs each year, anew. Every
year, there is an aspect of yetzias Mitzrayim for the Jewish nation. Every week, there is Shabbos, a day
that the King of the world rests from His work and creation. It was the fact that the Jewish people related
to the yomim tovim with such vibrancy that made Haman so upset.

Despite Haman's distress with this phenomenon, another holiday, Purim, was created. It isn't a mere
celebration and commemoration of a past miracle; instead, each year, a new Purim miracle occurs.

11. The Chasam Sofer (Drashos vol.1, Purim 5596) writes that Purim should have been on the thirteenth of Adar
since that is the date they won the war against their enemies. Why do we celebrate on the following day,
on the 14", the day after the war ended? It is to ensure that there will always be a place in the world where
Torah is studied. By celebrating on the days they rested from the war, there are two days to celebrate: the
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The Holiness of the Day

Yom Kippur is the holiest day of the year,
but Purim is even higher. Tikunei Zohar (57v)
says, "The kedushah of Yom Kippur is like
the kedushah of Purim. This is the reason
Yom Kippur is called o2 ov, a day like
Purim." The holy Ruzhiner zt'l explains that
Yom Kippur is om0-> o7, a day like Purim,
which means Purim is even higher."

The Vilna Gaon zt'l would celebrate the
entire day of Purim. He explained that Purim
and Yom Kippur are two parts of the same
day. There is a rule on Yom Tov, *sm 03531
112, half of the day should be for celebration,
and half the day should be for avodas
Hashem - Torah and tefillah. However,
Purim and Yom Kippur are the same day.
On Yom Kippur, we keep the half of ‘75 3n,
because we are in the beis medresh the entire
day, with tefillos and with teshuvah. The >3
oo, the part of the day for celebration, is
performed on Purim.

Reb Tzaddok HaKohen zt'l (Pri Tzaddik,
Shemos, Purim 1, owrna xmow 1) Writes that Purim is
like Yom Kippur. Regarding Yom Kippur,
Chazal say 791 0v 5w 118y, the specialness of
the day, itself, brings atonement. Similarly,
for Purim p5oy nomn mewy or 5w oy, the
specialness of the day itself brings the
destruction of Amalek.

The sefer Sx7» nra proves that just as
Yom Kippur brings atonement, the same
occurs on Purim. He writes that the
atonement of Purim is greater than the
atonement of Yom Kippur. This is because it
states in Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 695:2) )
T ,DND Y [ 130 N TN YT ONT DTN
Dwh, "Some say that if someone harms his

friend due to the festivities and joy of Purim,
he doesn't have to pay for the damage." This
halachah isn't so on Yom Kippur. If someone
harms his fellow man on Yom Kippur, he
will have to pay. He is only exempt from
paying on Purim. We see that the atonement
of Purim is greater than that of Yom Kippur.

About the korbanos on Yom Kippur, it
states (Shemos 30:10), SIMN ...73W3 FIAN ...7IN YOV 900
DmMT> POy 99> w3, "Aharon shall bring
atonement...once a year... Once a year, shall
he bring atonement upon it for your
generations." Notice that mwa nny, "once a
year," is written twice in this pasuk. The
Imrei Noam (Dzhikov) zt'l explains that this
alludes to Purim and Yom Kippur. The
difference between themis that the atonement
of Yom Kippur comes from the korbanos,
while the kaparah of Purim is achieved even
without korbanos.

The Gemara (Megillah 10b) discusses Megillas
Esther, and it begins studying its pasukim.
Suddenly, the Gemara changes topic and
writes, 777 12 WK 1IN D1P, that the aron [in
the Kodesh Kadoshim of the Beis HaMikdash]
didn't have measurements. The Gemara
explains that the Kodesh Kadoshim was 20
x 20 amos. There were ten amos on each side
of the aron to the wall of the Kodesh
Kadoshim. This means there were ten amos
to the right side of the aron, and ten amos to
its left side, ten amos in front of it, and ten
amos before it. So, where was the aron itself?
The areas around the aron were 20 x 20, so
how was there place for the aron? The
answer is, 7757 19 WK 1198 0w, the aron didn't
take up place. It was a miracle. But why is
this idea written in the Gemara, where the
Gemara is discussing Megillas Esther?

14™ (in unwalled cities) and the 15 (in walled cities, to commemorate Shushan, which rested from the war on the 15th of
Adar). In that manner, there will always be Torah studied in the world. While some people are celebrating
Purim, others will have time to study Torah. However, if the celebration of Purim had been on the thirteenth,
the day of the war, everyone would have Purim on the same day.

12. The Zohar says, "In the future we will enjoy pleasures on Yom Kippur. Yom Kippur will change from
being a day of affliction to being a day of pleasure." This is why Yom Kippur is called omp->0v, a day like

Purim. Yom Kippur will become like Purim.
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We can explain that the Gemara is telling
us that just as we don't understand how the
aron didn't take up room in the Kodesh
Kadoshim, similarly, it is impossible for us
to fathom the miracles and the holiness of
Purim. Purim is a day beyond time and
place, a day of miracles, a day of wonders.

The Megillah

It states (Esther 8:16) Mo TN 17 DT
21wy, "The Yidden had light and gladness
and joy and honor." 5™ 0p% (a student of
Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk zt1l) writes, "From
reading the megillah, one can receive »r "
m, children, life, and parnassah, and
together with these, one can receive all other
good hashpaos."™

It states in Shulchan Aruch (693:1, see Mishnah
Berurah) that after reading the Megillah, one
says kaddish %3pnn, the kaddish that is said
after tefillos. This tells us that reading the
megillah is like a tefillah before Hashem.
Another hint to this concept is the Gemara
(Megillah 4a) "A person is obligated to read the
megillah at night and to repeat it by day, as
it states (Tehillim 22:3) 792) PN X9 DBY NI PON
2 T N, "Hashem, I call out by day, but
you answer not; and by night, but there is
no respite for me."

The Gemara (Shabbos 88.) says that at Har
Sinai, Hashem placed Har Sinai over their
heads, and told them that if they don't
receive the Torah, they will be buried under
the mountain. So, they were forced to receive
the Torah. However, after the Purim miracle,
the nation accepted the Torah again, this
time with love. The Chasam Sofer (Drashos
p.164) writes, "Therefore, the megillah is more
honored, and greater than the Torah itself."
There's an aspect of the megillah that is
greater than the Torah itself, because the
Jewish nation accepted the megillah with
love.

Since the megillah is so holy, one should
listen to its reading with awe and passion.
The Kedushas Levi (Kedushah Rishonah) Writes,
“One should listen to the megillah with a
fiery passion in his heart. He should think
he is now accepting the yoke of Torah and
mitzvos. He should think, 'What was, was.
From now on, I will keep Hashem's mitzvos.
The best time for teshuvah is during the
reading of the megillah because, at that time,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu purifies Bnei Yisrael
from Above.”

Shei’eris Yisrael of Valednik zt'l (Shaar
HaZmanim 2, Purim a5 77) teaches that reading the

13. The 5 o5 explains this from the pasuk (Esther 8:16) 32 1wy nmowy 79w i o, "The Yidden had
light and joy, and gladness, and honor." This pasuk alludes to "= »ri 3, children, life, and parnassah. This
is because Chazal (Megillah 16b) tell us that 75w is Torah, ) is milah, and =9 is tefillin. The 5™ 05 writes,
"We can explain b'derech remez that 77w alludes to parnassah, because 7m0 px map PN DX, one can't have
Torah without parnassah. ) is milah, this means that there will be children. 97 is tefillin, this alludes to
life, because Chazal (Menachos 44a) say that when one is cautious with tefillin, he lives long. So, from reading
the megillah, one can be zocheh to >y »r %3, children, life, and parnassah, and along with these, all other
good hashpaos."

Tzaddikim said that when the megillah is read, those who don't have children can have a salvation and
bear children (also, included is if someone has o2 %73 73, that his children aren't going on the proper path, he can attain his
salvation on Purim). Therefore, the megillah begins with "»3°m), and Chazal tell us that »»3°7 is an expression
of distress, and the final words of the megillah are w7 537 0% 937). This means that everything can turn
around (w7 pom), and instead of the tzaar, he will have children, and they will bring him nachas. He will
merit seeing children studying Torah and performing mitzvos.

A person came to Rebbe Aharon of Belz zt"l on Purim to ask for a brachah for children. Rebbe Aharon
told him, "Purim is mesugal for bearing healthy children, x»p 5w y11." This is as the Chozeh of Lublin zt'l
said, Hakadosh Baruch Hu performs the mitzvah of vy % vox min mdwn. w8 means children 17y75, means to
Klal Yisrael. This means Hashem gives children to the Jewish people.
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megillah atones for my ">, adultery, and is
therefore called 75 from the word »%».

Beis Aharon (66 writes, "Tzaddikim say
that they see in the megillah everything that
will happen that year."

The Satmar Rebbe zt'l said that it is
worthwhile for a person to live seventy years
if only to hear the megillah just once.

And fortunate are those who had the
merit to hear the Satmar Rebbe read the
megillah with an outpouring of his soul.
When he came to the words (4:11), "1 82 2N
“omm 58 M35, “I have not been summoned to
come to the king for thirty days," he cried
profusely, and it was hard to hear the words.
He also cried copiously when he read (3:2),
AN X9 3 85070, “But Mordechai would
not bow and would not prostrate himself.”*

Reb Yonoson Eibshitz zt'l (Yaaras Dvash 1:3)
writes, “Please listen, wise nation, whom
Hashem chose from all other nations. Please,
don’t think Megillas Esther is a history book
containing stories of what happened to our
forefathers. If that is all the megillah is about,
why must we read it twice on Purim? Baruch
Hashem, we all know the story. Children
make plays, acting out what happened.
Rather, it is for the benefits that we get from

the megillah. Additionally, there are many
Torah secrets in the megillah, upon which
the masters of kabbalah elaborate. It is called
IION I (which can be translated as "the hidden megillah")
because it contains many hidden secrets of
Creation. Furthermore, the megillah can be
studied as a mashal, discussing the battle
and struggle between Bnei Yisrael and the
yetzer hara. There are many mussar lessons in
the megillah, teaching us how to live.”*

The end of the megillah states (10:2), 5
DN D7 NI .7 AT IO NN 1DPN YD
D901 10 22505 o 137 ep By, “All his mighty
and powerful acts, and the account of the
greatness of Mordechai, whom the king had
promoted, are recorded in the book of
chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia."
Reb Yechezkel Abramsky zt'l explains this
closing statement: If you want to study
history, there are chronicles on the subject.
They talk about Mordechai and his
accomplishments in the government. But
that isn't the purpose of the megillah. The
purpose of the megillah is to teach us so
much more.

The Gemara (Megillah 7.) provides several
proofs that Megillas Esther was written with
ruach hakodesh. We understand from this that
every word of the megillah is precious.”

14. Rebbe Yidele of Dzikov zt'l related that one year he heard the megillah from his grandfather, the
Ahavas Yisrael of Vizhnitz zt'l. When the Ahavas Yisrael read the words (3:3), 721 msn 08 92w ooy 1, “Why
do you disobey the king's command?” the wealthy chasid Reb Shmuel Eliyahu Stern z'l cried copiously.
Rebbe Yiddele Dzikover said that he didn’t know whom to look at: at his grandfather, the Ahavas Yisrael,
who was reading the megillah with kedushah and taharah, or at Reb Shmuel Eliyahu, who was pouring out
his heart in teshuvah?

15. When a spy operating in enemy territory reports back to his government, he doesn’t write clearly
because the message might be intercepted. So, he writes in code, but his government knows how to read
between the lines, and they understand the message. This is a mashal for the megillah. It is filled with
secrets and divine lessons, and one must look closely to find the messages that Hashem wants us to know.

16. The Minchas Elazar zt'] related that when Rebbe Mendel of Riminov zy'a was imprisoned, the police
permitted him to take one item with him into prison. The Rebbe chose a megillah (although it was Tamuz).
Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz zt'l instructed Reb Mendel's students not to fulfill his request. "With the power
of the megillah, he can destroy the entire world."

The Minchas Elazar adds that if Reb Mendel of Riminov could have destroyed the world with the megillah
in Tamuz, imagine what he could have accomplished on Purim when there is a mitzvah to read the
megillah!
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Kav HaYashar (ch.99) writes, "You need to
know that there is a new world in heaven
that is extremely holy. It becomes revealed
only once a year, on Purim. Its revelation
begins when the megillah is read. Mordechai
HaTzaddik's mneshamah comes from this
world. Wemustarouse Hashem's compassion
that this world should become revealed, and
its light should shine on the people who
gather to listen to the megillah with a pure
heart and kavanah."

The Kav HaYashar adds that when we
recite the brachah 7> xpn 5v, "We should
remember that Hashem commanded us to
bring forth this great light, and this is the
translation of 1 N9p» [to call to the
revelation of this holy, world of compassion].
The congregation should answer amen with
immense kavanah.""

Klal Yisrael needs a lot of compassion.
We live in difficult times. We need this holy
world where Hashem's mercy manifests

itself to become revealed. It begins with the
megillah reading and remains with us
throughout Purim.

Mishloach Manos and Matanos I'Evyonim

The Rambam (Hilchos Megillah 2:17) writes, "It
is better to give a lot of matanos I'evyonim
than to increase the Purim meal and to spend
on additional mishloach manos to friends
because there is no greater and more
beautiful joy than to bring joy to the hearts
of the poor, the orphaned, widows, and
geirim. When one brings them happiness, he
acts similar to the Shechinah, as it states
(Yeshayah 57:15) D'N3T3 2% nvmmm obow ma nvmm>,
"to revive the spirit of the humble and to
revive the heart of the crushed."®

And in this generation, who isn't "humble"
and "crushed"? Who doesn't need a kind
word? When one can't help with money, he
should give a friendly word or a smile.”

Although we cannot perceive the depth of this story, we see the immense holiness that lies within the holy
words of the megillah.

17. The Yismach Moshe (Purim end of 3) writes that 7% X9 means mooxnm oy, that all the revelations
gather and become revealed when we read the megillah."

18. We say in Shemonah Esrei o nvmm anx mxn, "You are trustworthy to resurrect the dead." The Imrei
Noam (Rosh Chodesh Adar) teaches, that the first letters are roshei teivos for 175 wox mm mbwin. The final letters
spell mm>. This hints at the two mitzvos of Purim, mishloach manos and matanos I'evyonim. These mitzvos
have the power to resurrect the dead.

On Purim, Hashem gives Yidden the power to resurrect the dead. This also applies to refuos, which are,
in a smaller form, a resurrection. Chazal (Megillah 7b) tell us that once, on Purim, due to drinking, Rabba
killed Reb Zeirah. The next day, Rabba davened for Reb Zeirah and resurrected him. This is an indication
that Purim has the ability to resurrect the dead and to bring refuos.

Imrei Noam writes that with the mitzvos of mishloach manos and matanos l'evyonim, it is possible to
annul 903 types of illnesses that were created in the world (see Brachos 8a). These mitzvos grant life, and
people are saved from death, r'l.

Rebbe Mordechai Shlomo of Boyan zt'l quoted the Yerushalmi (Rosh Hashanah 1:3) that says that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu keeps the Torah. This means that Hashem also performs the mitzvos of mishloach manos and
matanos l'evyonim. Now, if Klal Yisrael are worthy and they deserve that Hashem grant them goodness,
the goodness Hashem gives them isn't called a matanah, a gift. They are receiving what they deserve. It is
a matanah, a gift, when they don't deserve to receive, and Hashem gives them anyway, as a gift.

Reb Mordechai Shlomo concluded with a tefillah, "So, may Hashem give you matanos 1'evyonim, s »r3,
children, health and parnassah."

19. Reb Moshe Feinstein zt'l taught on the pasuk (Bamidbar 9:7) y1: md> that a person should always do what
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Reb Mordechai of Nadvorna zt'l said in
his later years, "Had I known in my younger
years what Purim is, I would go from person
to person to get smiles out of them."

One of the primary concepts of Mishloach
Manos is to increase friendship. Pele Yoetz
advises that important people (like roshei
yeshivos) should give mishloach manos to
simple people because it will give them great
joy that someone so respected thought of
them. He also advises that people who don’t
get along should send mishloach manos to
one another, as that will increase peace and
remove barriers.?

The words oy o» are written twice in the
megillah. It states (Esther 2:11) "3 &) &% 53
MY MY 0N DIOW NN NPT W P2 80197 T2
73, "Day after day Mordechai would walk
about in front of the courtyard... to learn
about Ester's well-being and what would

become of her." The Sfas Emes (5637, 5 =)
writes, "This is certainly a great deed. For
three or four years, from the time Esther was
taken to  Achashveirosh, = Mordechai
HaTzaddik would go every day to check up
on Esther, since she was an orphan, and she
was suffering in captivity in the house of a
goy. In this merit, the miracle occurred." The
Purim miracle came about through
Mordechai's devotion and caring to help
Esther. We learn from this the greatness of
doing deeds of chesed. It was in this merit
that Hashem saved us, in the days of
Mordechai and Esther.

It also states ov)o» in the following verses
(3:2-4): DI DYTD TR0 WD W T2 0T 0
YIINYY A N 9220 NP 2T To0T 0 MR 200 1977
DN I TN 21T 027InY Town WD N Tonn o1
DION YW N5 O P PON DRI T, o Mgy, "All
the king's servants at the king's gate would
bow down and prostrate themselves before

he can. And if he can't do something in its ideal form, he should do what he can.

Reb Motel Slonimer zt'l brought mishloach manos to the Bilgoray Rav zt'l, and the rav replied, "I don't have
anything in the house to give back.” He showed him his son (the Belzer Rebbe Shlita) in the crib and said, "This
is what Hashem gave me." This is because a person must always try to give and do whatever he can.

20. A person fell into the tracks at a subway station in New York. A train would come speeding down at any
moment, and there would be nowhere to escape. People stared down in horror, not knowing what to do.

A simple person jumped down, lifted the man off the tracks, and somehow carried him back to the platform,
just moments before a train came speeding down the tracks.

People rushed over to congratulate the hero, and the story made it onto the news. People praised him.
"You saved a person’s life! That is a huge accomplishment!"

"l didn't do it to save a life," he replied. "I knew that if this man got hit by a train and died, there would
be a delay of several hours, and I would miss hours of work and forfeit forty dollars. So, I jumped in to
save him."

So, this person did the most extraordinary deed for forty dollars. He saved someone's life, but his intention
was to earn forty dollars!

Let us ask ourselves if we don't make the same error. For example, a baalabusta is preparing and sending
mishloach manos. She is doing a holy mitzvah. The rewards in both worlds will be enormous. She is
creating a nachas ruach for Hashem! But if her primary intention is that the receiver should compliment
her and say, "Wow! What a beautiful mishloach manos!" she is selling the most extraordinary deed for a
mere compliment.

Or if a yungerman studies for a test to get a bonus on his kollel paycheck, he is doing a great deed, but
his intention is for a few dollars.

Therefore, be wise and do mitzvos 1'shmabh.
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Haman, for so had the king commanded
concerning him. But Mordechai would not
bow and would not prostrate himself. The
king's servants who were at the king's gate
said to Mordechai, 'Why do you disobey the
king's command?" Now it happened when
they said this to him day after day and he did
not heed them..."

The Sfas Emes explains that one good
deed led to another. Since Mordechai came
o or every day to check up on Esther, he
would meet with Haman every day. The
Sfas Emes writes, "Everything written in the
megillah was needed for the miracle... By
Mordechai going there daily, he merited to
win over Haman HaRasha and to anger him
every day."

A similar lesson is written by the Chasam
Sofer (Drashos 7w 53 7 ). "When one thinks
about the great miracle of Purim, its
foundation is based on Mordechai's gemilus
chasadim, that he raised Hadassah (who was
Esthery When she was orphaned from both
parents. She is called 910X, because... she
suffered oo 9non, that Hashem concealed
His face from her. Mordechai, the greatest of
the Sanhedrin, always sat at the king's gates
(+onww). He wasn't concerned about his own
honor. He took her as a daughter (s mmsb
na5, see Esther 2:7), and she was to him 1wy 133>,
like the pupil of his eye. This is because after
she was taken to Achashveirosh’s house,
every morning and every evening, Mordechai
would go to hear how she was faring. It also
seems that the 7o>nr 9yw alludes to the gates
of the King of the world. Mordechai would

pray for her by the gates of compassion, that
she shouldn't be harmed and nothing bad
should occur, chas v'shalom. In the merit of
his chesed, they both became the xim7 MY,
Hashem's messengers to eradicate the cruel
Amalek from the world and to build the
second Beis HaMikdash."*!

It states (Tehillim 121:5) T»% 71, "Hashem is
your shadow." The Midrash teaches that just
as a shadow mimics what a person does, 71
7°% means Hashem copies what people do.
The Alshich HaKadosh (quoted in Arvei Nachal,
Mikeitz, Drush 1, omw 77) teaches that Mordechai
and Esther cared for one another, and they
helped one another. This aroused Hashem
to act accordingly, to care and have
compassion for the Jewish nation.

The Alshich writes, "Mordechai didn't
think about what he could gain, but rather
what Esther could gain. When he heard
Bigson ~and  Seresh  plotting to  kill
Achashverosh, he knew that whoever saved
the king would receive a grand reward.
Mordechai told Esther about the plot. [He
wanted her to be rewarded.] But Esther
wanted Mordechai to get the credit, so she
told Achashverosh in the name of Mordechai.
It states (Esther 2:22) IMDOND T 275 9277 vIm
DT DWA Tond NN MR 9onr, 'The matter
became known to Mordechai, and he told it
to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in
Mordecai's name.' They were both trying to
help each other, and in the merit of their
selfless caring for one another, Hashem
saved them and the entire Jewish nation".”2

21. A member of our chaburah (Reb Yosef Meir Mashinsky of Beit Shemesh) went to the mikvah in preparation for
hearing the megillah. The mikvah was in the basement of a small beis medresh. When the son of the rebbe
of that beis medresh saw him, he said, 'Please daven with us. You will be the ninth man for our minyan!"
Reb Yosef Meir had planned to go to a beis medresh with a professional baal koreh, a place where the
community davens with a lot of kavanah, but he decided to stay in that beis medresh to do a chesed. He
also called his friend, Reb Yechezkel Deutsch, to come and complete the minyan.

The baal koreh of this small beis medresh didn't have children. Before the megillah reading, Reb Yosef Meir
told his friend, "We were moser nefesh to help them with a minyan. Let's give the merit to the baal koreh,
that he should have children. It will be as the Chozeh of Lublin zt'l said, ¥'x nun mbwin means that Hashem
gives for mishloach manos an w'N, a child." Nine months later, the baal koreh had a son. The first person he
called to tell the good news was Reb Yosef Meir because he knew the child was born in his merit.

22. Someone was delivering a drashah to a group of teenagers. An askan approached the podium and gave
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Haman said (Esther 3:8), M55 MO0 TN DY 1L,
"There is a nation scattered about and
dispersed..." Tzaddikim said that Haman's
primary strategy to harm the Yidden was to
cause separation among them. In response,
Esther told Mordechai (4:16), 25 IN D32 7>,
"Go gather all the Yidden." The unity of Bnei
Yisrael and their caring for one another
saved them.

Rebbe Mordechai of Kozmir zt'l and other
tzaddikim say that the salvation came in the
merit of Esther's caution with her speech, as
it states (2:10) 3 AT NN ABY DX IPON TPIT KD
T30 KD WR oY My 007w, "Esther had not told
of her people or her kindred, for Mordechai
had instructed her not to tell." This saved
the Jewish nation. Chazal say, "No one knew
how to speak lashon hara like Haman." The

only way to conquer Haman was with the
Tzadekes Esther, who guarded her speech.”

When the Jewish people received the
letters of Achashveirosh’s and Haman's plan
of annihilation, it states (Esther 4:3) %73 an
o0y 023y o) ommd, "There was great
mourning among the Yidden, and fasting
and weeping and eulogies..."

The Alshich says that a 7007, eulogies, are
what people say for someone else. A person
might weep over his own tzaros, but 70077 is
solely for others. This means people mourned
and cried and eulogized the tzaros of others.
This is the reason there is a mitzvah of
mishloach manos. When they were saved in
the days of Mordechai and Esther, they gave
gifts to one another because they knew that

the speaker a piece of paper.

The speaker stopped to read the note and announced, "A generous individual has decided to hand out
money to everyone present tonight. He instructed that the money be distributed as follows: Everyone must
choose a partner and arm-wrestle with him. Keep track of who wins each round because, for each win,
you will receive one dollar." The competition began immediately.

Fifteen minutes later, the speaker approached each team to get their score. With one team, one boy won
three rounds, and his partner four. The speaker gave them three and four dollars, respectively.

The next pair told him their score was 5 to 4, so he gave one five dollars and the other four.
Then he reached a pair who told him, "I won 1,500 times, and my partner won 1,500 times."
He gave them each $1,500.

The speaker turned to the others and said, "You were all trying to beat your opponents, and because of
that, most of the time and energy was wasted fighting your partner. But this team worked together. They
let each other easily push their arms to the table, and in this manner, each won 1,500 rounds."

The lesson is that you earn the most by helping your fellow man.

23. It states (Tehillim 22:25) 1w POX W wdD P30 PRDT R 3y My ypw 81 ma 850, "For He has neither despised nor
abhorred the cry of the poor, neither has He hidden His countenance from him; and when he cried out to
Him, He hearkened." This pasuk is in Tehillim (22), the chapter associated with Purim. The Alshich on
Tehillim explains that the poor davened in the era of Mordechai and Esther, and it was in their merit that
we were saved.

This is because Chazal teach that two sins brought about Haman's gezeirah of annihilation. The Yidden
participated in Achashverosh's party, and they bowed down to Nevuchadnezzar’s idol. The Alshich says
that the poor didn't commit these aveiros. Achashverosh didn't invite the poor to his party, and
Nebuchadnezzar didn't care whether the poor bowed down to his idol or not. So, the poor were clean from
aveiros; therefore, it was in their merit and through their tefillos that the Jewish nation was saved.

The Alshich explains that this is the reason behind the mitzvah of matanos l'evyonim on Purim, because
it was in their merit that the miracle occurred.
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their fellow man had cried and said eulogies
for them.

The Chida (D'was I'Fi) writes, "The primary
aspect of Purim is that they accepted to give
mishloach manos and matanos I'evyonim, to
give tzadah and to perform chesed, and
thereby, 11oy1b w»p, this means literally m»p,
also in heaven they performed middah kneged
middah to do kindness and to be mashpiah
goodness to them." This means that the
nation accepted on themselves to give
tzedakah and to do chesed, and in this merit,
Hashem performed tzedakah and chesed
with them and saved them from Haman's
evil decree.

Seudas Purim

It states (Esther 5:6), "1 O3 I0ORS T2 TN
wym mabnm osn Ty TR T TR I TeNY b,
"The king said to Esther at the wine party,
‘What is your request, and it will be yours...
Ask for half the kingdom, and it will be
granted to you.” The Minchas Elazar zt']
says this pasuk means that on Purim, when
we are at the 17w, wine party, the King
of the world says to the Jewish nation, i
75 1 roxw, “What is your request? Ask for
whatever you want, and I will grant it to

4

you.

Chazal (Megillah 7:) say, X532 1035 LPR 277,
a person is obligated to be happy with
drinking on Purim. *»p35 means to be happy
with wine. A few lines above that, the
Gemara uses ™pa> to mean sweet. The
Gemara says, ’mow D3> xm, "A person
always has room to eat something sweet."
The Yetev Lev zt'l explains that if one is "3
%103, happy with wine on Purim, »mpa5 8
maw, he will have 758m M salvations and
D3 sweetness in his life.

The Imrei Emes said that *»mpa is roshei
teivos for (Tehillim 119:120), TLOWMIY L TIION D
TINT, “My flesh bristles from fear. I am afraid
of Your judgment.”.

Additionally, this implies that one can
attain yiras Shamayim from this mitzvah.

It states (Bereishis 9:20), D12 Y101 TN WON 113 5.
The Satmar Rebbe zt'l said that > represents
the weekdays (s a weekday), and m represents
yom tov, a day one rests from his work. 5m
m refers to a day that is a yom tov and a
weekday. That is Purim. Purim is a yom tov,
but it is also a weekday because work is
permitted. The pasuk says, ym mIN WX M 5
p7>. This means m 5™, on the day that a
weekday and a yom tov merge, or in other
words, on Purim; ma7N N, every person can

24. Once, a chassid was planning to bring his daughter to a doctor on Purim. Rebbe Avraham Elimelech
of Karlin-Stolin zt'I hy’d told him, “Purim, we attain refuos from drinking, not from doctors.” The Rebbe
gave the father some wine and told him to give it to his daughter. The girl drank the wine and was cured.

A chassid would often ask Rebbe Avraham Elimelech of Karlin zt'l for a brachah for children. Each time,
the Rebbe blessed him unenthusiastically, almost in a whisper, and the chassid understood that the Rebbe
saw with his ruach hakodesh that his chances of bearing children were slim.

Once, he went to the Rebbe's beis medresh on Purim. He found chassidim seated around a table, celebrating
the Purim seudah together, but they had run out of drinks. The chassidim told him that if he brought them
something to drink, he would bear a son. He left the beis medresh and quickly returned with three bottles.
Everyone blessed him with children.

The next time he came to Rebbe Avraham Elimelech and gave the Rebbe a kvittel, the Rebbe said, amazed,
“You were already helped. You will have children! Tell me, which tzaddik did you go to?”

The chassid replied that he didn’t go to any tzaddik. Then he added that on Purim, the chassidim promised
him a child.

The Rebbe replied, “Then it's understood! You received your salvation because of their brachos.”
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attain all his needs, 075 ¥y, when he drinks
wine on Purim.

Divrei Shalom (from Rebbe Shalom of Brahin zt'l)
quotes his grandfather (Reb Shlomo Chaim ztl)
that Chazal were cautious to say wr»N 27
DT T35 1 MIN P YT 8T TV NI0a mad, "A
person is obligated to be happy on Purim
until he doesn't know the difference between
'Curse Haman' and 'Bless Mordechai'," and
they didn't say that one should be 13 mp2%,
happy with wine. Rather, one should be
N0 203, happy with Purim. This means
that the purpose of the wine is to help him
reach this state of happiness. The wine
removes his atzous and daagos, worries and
sadness, which he suffers from the entire
year. But his joy and happiness should be
from the day of Purim itself.

Yosef Lekach explains the reason Chazal
established that we should be so happy on
Purim. It is because we are to learn from the
Purim story that even when we are in galus,
Hashem's hashgachah is upon us, and He
watches over us. This awareness is a great
simchah.

The Chasam Sofer zt'l repeats this lesson
from the Yosef Lekach and says that this is
the reason there is a mitzvah to drink wine
on Purim. Chazal (Sanhedrin 70a) say that wine
was created for mnichum aveilim (to console
mourners) and to help people forget their
tzaros. This describes the joy of Purim. On
Purim, we discover that Hashem is taking
care of us. We can forget about all our tzaros,
and we put our trust in Hashem to take care
of us.

Benefits of Yesurim

This week's parashah begins with the
pasuk ) I Y PN R ONTL 12 NN TR TN
TR M 0Pyn? N 03, "You shall command
Bnei Yisrael, and they shall take to you pure
olive oil, crushed for lighting, to kindle the
lamps continually." 98»? 0 means that the
crushed olives will become oil and give off
light. This hints to the people who go through
hard times. It is a preparation for the great
light that will come from it.

The Chasan Sofer zt'l (the son of the daughter of
the Chasam Sofer zt1) elaborates on the message
of this pasuk. He teaches as follows:

Many people go through hardships,
yesurim and hester panim, each person in
his own way. He asks bitterly, nws i, "Why
did this have to happen to me? Why did all
these tzaros come to me?" Actually, all these
yesurim will purify him in this world so that
he can receive his reward in Olam HaBa.

The proof is from Moshe Rabbeinu, the
greatest of all nevi'im. Who is greater than
him? Nevertheless, he suffered yesurim his
entire life. When he was born, he was
brought to Pharaoh's home, and he had tests
and yesurim there. Three months after he
was born, he was already cast into the Nile,
and from there he was raised r'l by Pharaoh,
the rashah. Afterwards, he had to escape and
leave his father's home, and his brothers of
Bnei Yisrael, and he ran to Midyan. In
Midyan, he didn't have honor and respite.
As he said (Shemos 2:22), 71321 yIN2 77 3, "I was
a stranger in a foreign land." Even after he
became the leader of Bnei Yisrael, he said
(Shemos 17:4) 32D yn T i1 DY? vy My, "What
shall I do for this people? Just a little longer
and they will stone me!" And he said (Shemos
32:32) 71901 83 M, "Erase me now from Your
sefer." (Indeed, Moshe's name was erased, to an extent, for
Moshe's name is not mentioned in this week's parashah -
parashas Titzaveh) There are several other
examples of the hardships Moshe went
through. But this was all for his benefit. All
these hardships raised him until he became
"Moshe Rabbeinu," the x5 2y, the greatest
prophet. He reached levels no other human
being ever reached. Several times, he was in
heaven for forty days to receive the Torah
from Hashem's mouth. This teaches a lesson
to all people. It tells them that they shouldn’t
be upset when they endure yesurim. They
should know that this will bring forth their
sheleimus, perfection, and it will be for their
benefit in the future.

This is the meaning of the pasuk (at the
beginning of the parashah): i?NjW’ e Bah Inisgpuigh s Bnei
Yisrael should learn a lesson from Moshe
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Rabbeinu.7wu? o2 7t m 1wy, as the Midrash
(Shemos Rabba 36:1) states, "Just as olive oil only
comes out after the olives are pressed, so
too, when a person undergoes yesurim, he
becomes holy and pure. 1113, he is pressed,
T2, to bring forth his light. The yesurim
help him grow until he is a great light. He
will shine and bring light to others, as it
states np 9 nbYS.

Happiness

The Yidden won the war, and they
celebrated on the 14" and 15% of Adar, as it
states (9:17-18), nrMYY "Own oY N Ty, "He
made it a day of feasting and gladness."

These words are written in the singular
tense. Why doesn’t the pasuk say, ov imy ws
nrmen mnwn, "They made it a day of feasting
and gladness," since it was the entire Jewish
nation who were celebrating their victory?

The Sfas Emes (Purim 2n) answers that 7w

Yisrael deserved this punishment, r'l. But
the nation did teshuvah, and Hashem
redeemed them.

The Sfas Emes explains, mmwn or yms mwom
Aoy, Hashem celebrated when the Yidden
were saved.

This is because Hashem wants us to
annul all harsh decrees, as Chazal say, ngmb
WY MmN prisww %, "Hashem is happy when
we win Him, and we annul His decrees."

The Yidden rejoiced below, and Hashem
was rejoicing in heaven. Every year, on
Purim, Hashem rejoices and celebrates in
heaven. Therefore, we should be happy, too.

And if we try to be happy, Hashem will
help us succeed.

One year, Reb Yeiva of Ostra’a wanted to
be happy on Purim, but it was hard for him,

as he was struggling financially. A happy
person arrived, they celebrated Purim
together, and Reb Yeiva became joyful. Reb
Yeiva said that this person was Mordechai
HaTzaddik, the baal simchah on Purim. He
comes to every Yid to make him happy on
Purim.

refers to Hashem. mmown mpwn ov s mws,
"Hashem made it a day of feasting and
gladness."

Chazal tell us that Haman's decree to
annihilate Bnei Yisrael ch’v was written and
sealed in heaven. Due to their aveiros, Bnei

25. A baal yesurim once came to Rebbe Mendel of Riminov zt'l, and he was krechtzing and moaning a lot.
He asked Reb Mendel for a brachah. Reb Mendel replied, "Your moaning won't help you. You shall know
that mwn? mn3, the purpose of your yesurim is that you should shine. Accept the yesurim with love, and
then they will go away. Because when you accept them with love, it is considered that they did their
shlichus, and then they can leave.

A mashal is told about a servant who was carrying a heavy load on his back. He had to carry it to another
place. The load was heavy, so he decided to stop and rest for a moment, while the package was still on
his back. He stood there and moaned about his heavy load. Someone told him, "Standing here won't help
you at all. You are making it harder for yourself, because you are holding the load on your back for a
longer extent of time. Better to go where you have to go and take the load off your back." The same can
be said to the people who stand in one place and moan and cry over their yesurim. They would be better
off to accept the yesurim with love. That will help the yesurim leave quicker.

Obviously, one should daven that the yesurim leave him. He should beg Hashem for rachmanus that the
yesurim should end. (In fact, when one is in a tzarah, it is more important to daven. According to the Ramban, when one
davens when he is in a tzarah, the tefillah is a mitzvah from the Torah.) When one davens, one can moan, to express
before Hashem his immense tzaar. Who can measure the great holy value of a "Yiddishe krechtz," a moan
from a Yid? But when one isn't davening, that is the time to accept Hashem's will with love. That will
accomplish more. The yesurim will leave him. And he will earn many benefits from the yesurim, as we
explained.
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Reb Yosef Tameshov zt'l (a student of the
Chozeh of Lublin ztl and of the Bnei Yissaschar zt'l) wWas
singing Shoshanas Yaakov on Purim night
in his father-in-law's home. The poritz came
in and said that the singing was disturbing
him.

Reb Yosef immediately stopped singing.

The next day, his father-in-law went to
the poritz to apologize for his son-in-law's
singing. The poritz didn't know what he was
referring to.

Reb Yosef Tameshov and his father-in-
law understood that it was Haman who
came in the guise of the poritz because it
bothers Haman when Yidden are happy.

Haman tries to make us sad on Purim,
and Mordechai comes to make us happy.

It states (Esther 8:13), Tt DYDY DTINY DI TS
o opite, "For the Jews to be prepared
for that day..." We read it ony, but it is
written 70y, which can be translated as
flocks of sheep. The Maharsha quotes the
Imrei Noam (HaKadmon), who explains that
mn orS DTNy o M means the Jewish
nation should be dancing and jumping like

sheep on Purim. They should be jumping
for joy.

This vort is also taught by the Maharam
m'Rottenberg, and he says that there's a
custom to write the "N with horns on top of
it (the psn appear like horns) to allude to the jumping
animals and our jumping for joy in praise of
Hashem.*

The Greatness of Small Deeds

It states (Esther 4:17) *>79 M2y, and the
Gemara says that this means Mordechai
crossed over a body of water to go to the
Yidden who lived on the other side of
Shushan, to tell them to daven for Esther.
Manos HalLlevi (written by Reb Shlomo Alkabetz zt'l,
author of Lecha Dodi) explains, "Even a minor
deed, like crossing over water, is considered
a great deed when done for a mitzvah. The
water wasn't a large river; it was more like
a puddle... Nevertheless, the Megillah tells
us that Mordechai crossed the water as
though it were a great accomplishment. This
is because everything is accounted for."
When a person performs a mitzvah, even
the slightest deeds are worthy of being

26. Someone asked the Brisker Rav zt'l, "What can one do to control his mind and avoid forbidden
thoughts?"

The Brisker Rav replied, "Chasidim drink ['chayim and dance. They say that it is a refuah for bad thoughts,
and they are right."

Purim is compared to Yom Kippur. The Piaseczner Rebbe zt'l (Eish Kodesh) explained that on Yom Kippur,
we fast whether we feel up to it or not. Similarly, on Purim, we are happy, whether or not we feel up to
it. (The Piaseczner Rebbe said this during the Holocaust.)

Reb Eliyahu Meir Bloch zt'l, Rosh Yeshiva Telz in America, was dancing happily with his students on
Purim, in the year 7"wn. His students thought the joy wasn't sincere. "How could he be happy after what
he had endured during the holocaust?" they wondered.

Reb Bloch heard what people were saying, so he stopped the dancing, and the students gathered around
him. He explained to them that the Jewish nation has the ability to be sad and happy at the same time.

He proved this from the Chazal (Megillah 10:) that the malachim didn't sing shirah when the Yam Suf split
because Hashem said, "My creations are drowning in the sea, and you are singing shirah?"

Nevertheless, the Jewish nation sang shirah at this time. This is because a malach can only do one shlichus
at a time. When he is happy and praising Hashem, he can't be sad simultaneously. But a Yid can do both.
He mourns the loss of human life and rejoices in Hashem's salvation. Similarly, it is possible to be sad and
broken from the holocaust and happy with Purim. There is room in a Yiddishe hartz for both emotions.
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written in the megillah for all generations to
read and see.

Chazal (Gittin 57;) state, "The grandsons of
Haman taught Torah in Bnei Brak."” Why
did Haman HaRasha merit this?

Shem MiShmuel (Purim 5680) writes that it
is because Haman had one moment of
emunah. The Midrash (Esther 10:5) states,
"When Haman led Mordechai on the king's
horse through the city's streets, what was
Haman the rasha saying? (Tehillim 30:7-8) "IN
57123 05 3D NP0 ..L.OPWS vIN 53 w3 sanN, '
said in my tranquility, 'I will never falter.' ...
You hid Your countenance, and I became
frightened." He had a moment of emunah,
and for that, he was rewarded with
descendants who taught Torah.

Shem MiShmuel writes, "This is a lesson
for every person: Even when he is at a low
level, r'l, he shouldn't consider any good
thought or good word that he says to be
small. Let him grasp whatever good moments
he can, and this will be a great benefit for
him. The mouth cannot express how great
these deeds are."*

The Gemara (Megillah 16.) states that when
Haman came to Mordechai (to lead him through
the streets of Shushan, as Mordechai rode on Achashveirosh's
horse), he found Mordechai teaching the laws
of kemitzah to his students. Kemitzah is to
bring a handful of a meal-offering (made of just
flour and oil) on the mizbeiach. Haman thought
that small deeds are unimportant; only great
deeds have value. This was demonstrated

by the enormous gift of ten thousand kikar
silver coins he offered Achashveirosh. In his
eyes, only tremendous and impressive
matters have value. Mordechai, on the other
hand, taught his students that even a small
handful (a kometz) of a minchah is a korban in
Hashem's eyes. Every small deed is very
precious in Hashem's eyes. In the end,
Haman admitted that Mordechai was correct
and said, "Your handful of flour pushed
away my ten thousand kikars of silver."

One of the benefits of the "small deeds" is
that one good deed leads to another, as
Chazal say ms» 590 msn.

Chazal (Shabbos 105:) say, "This is the way of
the yetzer hara: Today he tells you to do this
[aveirah], tomorrow he tells you to do that
[aveirah], until he tells you to worship
avodah zarah - and he worships it!" The
yetzer hara is happy with minor sins because
he cleverly knows that one deed leads to the
next. We should learn from our enemy and
consider every good deed significant. It is
great in Hashem's eyes, and furthermore,
one small deed will lead to another good
deed, and gradually, we will grow in avodas
Hashem.”

Bigdei Kehunah

In this week’s parashah, the bigdei kehunah,
the clothes of the kohanim are discussed.
The Gemara (Zevachim 88:) asks, "Why does the
Torah juxtapose the korbanos with the clothes
of the kohen gadol? To teach you that just as
the korbanos atone, so do the clothes of the

27. One of the lessons of Haman's descendants was the renowned phrase (Taanis 29.) 7mawa P TN DIWD,
when Adar arrives, we increase joy. This was taught by Rav Shmuel bar Shilas, a descendant of Haman.

28. No one is worse than Haman, yet see how much he gained from one good thought! So, even when
you learn just one chapter of mishnayos or one halachah, etc., these small deeds are extremely precious to
Hashem, and the reward will be enormous - greater than you can imagine.

29. It states (Esther 3:2) mnmw’ 891 ¥ 8> 3791, "Mordecai would neither kneel nor bow down." It is written in
the future tense. Sfas Emes zt'l says that alluded here is a lesson for every Yid. Even if in the past, there
were times he kneeled and yielded to the yetzer hara, he should tell himself that he won't do it again.

Or, we can explain it this way: Even if he kneeled (»1>), he wouldn't bow down (mrrne» x5). He will stop the
influence of the yetzer hara in its tracks and not allow himself to descend even lower.
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kohen gadol atone. The m>, tunic, atones for
murder (see Bereishis 37:31). The D©1), pants,
atones for adultery (see Shmos 28:42). The npish,
turban, atones for arrogance. (Why? Let something
that’s worn high on the head atone for someone who feels
high.) The 1328, belt, atones for the heart's bad
thoughts (because the vy was worn upon the heart).30
The wn, breastplate, atones for [the courts']
errors in judgment, as it states (28:15) W W
vown. The 71BN atones for avodah zarah... The
>yn, robe, atones for lashon hara. Why? Let a
garment that makes sounds (the >v» had bells
along its hem) atone for lashon hara. The P8 (the
gold band worn on the kohen gadol's forehead) atones for
chutzpah..."

The Kli Yakar writes, "Perhaps this was
the intention of the ger who would say,
'Convert me, but on the condition that I can
be a kohen gadol, so I can wear the clothes
of a kohen gadol' (see Shabbos 31). Was this
convert so foolish that he wanted to convert
solely to put on the clothes of the kohen
gadol? Certainly, he heard that the clothes
of the kohen gadol atone for the aveiros
mentioned above, and he wanted these
atonements. As a goy, he committed all these
aveiros, and he wanted a manner to attain
atonement."

The Gemara (Megillah 12) says that
Achashveirosh wore the clothes of the kohen
gadol when he made his party. The Kli Yakar
explains that Achashveirosh made the same
mistake, as mentioned above. He wanted

the eight clothes of the kohen gadol to atone
for the eight primary aveiros.

Achashveirosh used the holy utensils
from the Beis HaMikdash at his seudah. The
Gemara (Megillah 12) states, "At that time, a bas
kol went out: 'Generations ago, people died
because they used these utensils, and now
you are using them?!"" The Gemara refers to
Balshatzar, the king of Bavel, who died the
night he used the vessels of the Beis
HaMikdash. Also, this time, the sin caused
Vashti's death.

The  meforshim  ask, why didn't
Achashverosh die like Balshatzar died when
he used these holy utensils? Why did Vashti
die instead of Achashverosh?

It is repeated in the name of Reb Shlomo
Kluger zt'l that at this feast, Achashverosh
was mevater. He didn't demand that things
be exactly as he wanted. We learn this from
the pasuk (Esther 1:8) N1 WX N33 mwy> that at
the meal, everyone's wishes were respected
and fulfilled. The rule is that when one is
mevater, it grants him life.

But Vashti wasn't mevater. She didn't let
everyone do as they pleased. This is implied
from the pasuk, v Dw) AW AWy 79507 e O
o5, "Queen Vashti also made a feast for
the woman in the royal house." She acted
with royalty and power. She acted like a
queen, and everyone had to do as she

30. Reb Zalman Sorotzkin (Oznayim I'Torah, Tetzaveh, 28:39) points out that most of the clothing of the kohen
gadol had to fit the kohen gadol perfectly, as it states 1735, which means according to the kohen gadol's
size. The Rambam (Kli HaMikdash 19:4) states that if the clothes weren't exactly the right size, they were pasul,
and the korbanos brought while wearing such clothes become pasul.

There were two exceptions. The Rambam (Kli HaMikdash 8:19) states that the nmsi, the hat the kohen gadol
and the kohen hedyot wore, was 16 amos long. The iy, the belt, was 32 amos long. These two clothes
were wrapped around the head or the body many times. These are the only two items of clothing that
don't need to be exactly the size of the kohen. In fact, there had to be extra material to wrap around several
times. Their size didn't fit the kohen perfectly, like the other clothes.

Oznayim 1'Torah explains that the hat is near the eyes, the belt is near the heart, and the heart and the eyes
need to be guarded very well. For them, regular protection won't suffice. One must add precautions to
remain distant from an aveirah. Therefore, they were longer, to hint that one should add precautious to
prevent himself from sinning, chalilah, with his eyes or heart.
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required. Therefore, she was punished, and
not Achashveirosh.

The meforshim added another explanation
as to why Achashveirosh didn't die at this
meal, rather Vashti did. It is because shame
and  humiliation save from  death.
Achashveirosh was embarrassed at this
meal. His wife Vashti sent a message to
Achashveirosh (Megillah 12:) "Listen here, my
father's stable hand (Achashveirosh used to work in
Nevuchadnezzar's royal stables): My father could
drink with a thousand people and didn't get
drunk. And you drink a drop of wine and
become drunk and insane." This shame
saved Achashveirosh from death, and Vashti
was killed instead. It says (Esther 1:7) D921 D92)
o, and o5 can also be translated as
shame. The shame saved Achashverosh.

Another hint is from the pasuk (Esther 1:18)
aspY 12 7o), which Rebbe Yechezkel of
Kozhmir zt'l translated as "The bizyonos and
humiliation saved Achashveirosh from
Hashem's anger."

The Jewish nation was also saved due to
shame and humiliation. The Gemara (Megillah
15;) states, "Why did Esther invite Haman to
her party? Reb Shimon ben Menasya says,
'Perhaps Hashem will take note and perform
a miracle."

Rashi explains that Esther wanted
"Hashem should see that I am forced to
flatter this rasha and belittle my honor." She
understood that her shame and humiliation
would arouse Hashem's compassion and
save the Jewish nation.

Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz zt'l said: Esther's
fasts and tefillos didn't bring salvation, but
her humiliation saved her and the entire
Jewish nation.

Hashgachah Pratis in Nature

The interesting thing about the Purim
miracle is that nothing outside of nature
occurred. It was natural for Achashveirosh
to become angry at his wife, Vashti, and kill
her, and it was natural that Mordechai might

overhear people planning to  Kkill
Ahashveirosh, and so on. Every aspect of
the megillah can be explained according to
the rules of nature. But when we think about
the entire episode, with all its details, we are
astounded at the wondrous miracle that
occurred.

The Bnei Yissaschar (kislev 4:83) tells a
mashal of an ill person who had no cure.
The only remedy found was from an herb
that grew in the far east, which was never
imported to their country. Furthermore,
even if they had the herb, they needed a
doctor to prepare it so that it would have its
healing abilities. But the doctor who knew
how to prepare it lived far away in the west.
The doctor and the herbs never came to their
country.

Suddenly, they heard that a ship arrived
from the east, and the herbs were on the
ship. The family rejoiced. They saw that
Hashem was helping them. But their doctor
told them that the herbs were useless without
the expertise of a doctor from the West who
knew how to prepare them.

Just then, they heard that the doctor from
the west arrived.

They were able to heal the patient.

Each part of the story could be explained
according to the rules of nature, but when
one considers the chain of events, he is
astounded by the hashgachah pratis, and he
will recognize that this was a great miracle.

This describes the miracles of Purim (and
the Bnei Yissaschar adds that the miracles of Purim were far
greater than this mashal portrays). The miracles were
within nature; nothing miraculous occurred,
but it is obvious to all that Hashem arranged
it all to save Bnei Yisrael.

With this information, we understand the
reason Hashem's name isn't written in the
megillah. However, Hashem's name is seen
in the roshei teivos and the sofei teivos of
some words. For example, there aren't
pasukim like 7158 pye, "They shouted out to
Hashem," in the megillah, and the megillah
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doesn't say that they said, "7 793, to praise
Hashem when the miracles occurred.
Hashem's name isn't written in the megillah.
But Hashem's name is found in the roshei
teivos and the sofei teivos such as the roshei
teivos of orm MM o1 82 spell 7™, and the
final letters of *> mw urx = 5, spell 7™,

Kedushas Levi (Kedushah Rishonah) explains
that this is because Hashem was concealed
when this miracle occurred. And just as
Hashem was concealed in the world,
Hashem's name is concealed from the
megillah. But Hashem and His name are
clearly seen and recognized when one looks
at the series of events that occurred.
Therefore, in the roshei teivos and sofei
teivos, which represent a series of several
events, Hashem's name is seen.

The Maharal teaches that the simple
translation of the word 72117 in the megillah
is Hashem. When we translate it to mean
Achashveirosh, it’s according to drush. But
the simple and literal translation of T>nm
refers to Hashem.

The proof of this is in the words (Esther 6:1),
1o mw 777 X7 293, "That night, the king's
sleep was disturbed." The Gemara (Megillah 15:)
states, according to Rav Tanchum, To»7 is
Hashem, Who couldn't sleep because it was
time to save the Jewish nation. So, we see,
according to Rav Tanchum, that the simple
translation of 7517 is the King, Hashem.

The holy sefarim say that whenever it
states the word 727 alone in the megillah
(and not two words like wmwrx Pw7), it refers to
Hashem, the King of the world.

It seems strange to us that Hashem should
be alluded to when we mention 7557 in the
megillah, which refers to Achashverosh.
Why should Hashem be alluded to, even in
a concealed manner, when we discuss this
rasha? The answer is as the Maharal
explained: The simple translation of 777 is
Hashem.

We think that Achashverosh or others
were pulling the strings and causing events
to happen, but 727 is our reminder that
everything is from Hashem.*

31. The Mishnah (Megillah 1:1) states, "The megillah is read on the 11*, the 12%, the 13", the 14", and the 15"
[of Adar]; not later and not earlier.”

Bris Kehunas Olam writes that the total sum of these dates equals 65 (11 + 12 + 13 + 14 +15 = 65), the same
gematriya as >'38. The name >»78 is Hashem’s name when Hashem runs the world through the rules of
nature. We read the megillah on these dates, which are gematriya *’»x because the purpose of the miracle
is to know that even a world led through the laws of nature is directly controlled by Hashem.

The Mishnah adds, nv 8¥» mng 85, "not earlier and not later." This means we can only read the megillah on
the five dates, not the day before or after. The day before is 3% », and the day after is v, which together
is gematriya 26 (10 + 16 = 26), the gematriya of 7", Hashem's name alluding to miracles. We can't read the
megillah on these days because on Purim, we aren't celebrating the revealed miracles, which are symbolized
by Hashem's name ™. On Purim, we rejoice with the realization that even when everything appears
natural, we know that Hashem is with us, directing every detail.



