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בסייעתא דשמיא

Zera ShimshonZera ShimshonZera Shimshon

The Two Stages Through Which the 
Ultimate Redemption Will Come About 
צְךָ ה'  ם יְקַבֶּ מָיִם מִשָׁ קְצֵה הַשָׁ אִם יִהְיֶה נִדַחֲךָ בִּ

ם יִקָחֶךָ: )דברים ל, ד( אֱלֹקֶיךָ וּמִשָׁ
If your rejected will be at the end of the heaven, from 
there Hashem will gather you in, and from there He 
will take you.

It seems that the word משם is superfluous; for why did the 
Passuk need to say, אם יהיה נדחך בקצה השמים משם 

 If your rejected will be at the end of - יקבצך ה'
the heaven, from there Hashem will gather you 
in, when it could have simply said, אם יהיה נדחך 

 If your rejected will be at - בקצה השמים יקבצך ה'
the end of the heaven, Hashem will gather you 
in. Moreover, it seems that the entire concluding 
phrase, ומשם יקחך - and from there He will take 
you, is superfluous as well, for it appears to 
merely be a repetitiveness of what it had already 
said, that 'Hashem will gather you in'.  

•  •  •
In the Purim story, Haman was forced to extend 

much honor to his archenemy, Mordechai, by 
dressing him in royal garments and leading him 
through the town on the king's horse. When this 
demeaning experience was finally coming to an 
end, he was forced to endure what was to be the most 
humiliating experience ever; his own daughter emptying the 
pan of waste over his head. After undergoing this mortifying 
ordeal, Haman finally came home, most despondent and 
dejected, and recounted to his wife, Zeresh, and to all his 
friends, all that had occurred to him. In response they told 
him, אם מזרע היהודים מרדכי אשר החלות לנפל לפניו לא תוכל לו כי נפול 

 If Mordechai, before whom you have begun to - תפול לפניו
fall, is of Jewish descent, you will certainly not prevail 
against him, but rather, fall shall you fall before him.         

The Gemara in Megillah )טז ע"א( discusses their intention in 
repeating Haman's fall to Mordechai, נפול תפול לפניו - fall shall 
you fall before him, and says as follows. ,שתי נפילות הללו למה 

 אמרו לו אומה זו משולה לעפר ומשולה לכוכבים כשהן יורדין יורדין עד עפר

 What was their intention when - וכשהן עולין עולין עד לכוכבים
stating these two 'fallings' to Haman? They told him, "The 
Jewish Nation, on one hand is compared to dust, while on 
the other hand is compared to stars. This is an indication 
that when the Jewish People fall, they fall to the dust, yet 
when they rise, they rise to the sky. They were telling Haman 
that although when the Jewish People fall, they descend all 
the way to the lowest depths, nevertheless, when they finally 
begin to rise, their ascent continues unhindered, and thus the 
fact that Haman began to fall before Mordechai, was a clear 
indication that Mordechai was on the rise, and thus Haman 

would eventually fall even more before him.
The lessons learned are that, firstly, when the 

Jewish People begin to fall, they do not begsin 
to rise from their descent until they have sunk to 
the deepest depths. And secondly, when they 
finally do begin to rise, nothing can stop their 
ascending to the heights of the stars.   

•  •  •
In light of this we can understand the seemingly 

redundant words in the Passuk. When the Torah 
says, 'אם יהיה נדחך בקצה השמים משם יקבצך ה - If 
your rejected will be at the end of the heaven, 
from there Hashem will gather you in, it is a 
reference to this notion that when your rejected 
will be at the end of the heaven, only from there 
will Hashem gather you in, for only when the 

Jewish People will be rejected to that furthest distance, will 
Hashem gather them in. 

And because the Jewish People were exiled on account of 
their שנאת חנם - baseless hatred, it is therefore impossible for 
them to be redeemed before there is peace restored amongst 
them. Therefore, the ultimate redemption will come about in 
two phases. The initial phase will be 'יקבצך ה - Hashem will 
gather in the Jewish People. In this stage Hashem will gather 
all the Jewish People together - establishing peace amongst 
them. After they will be gathered and living together 
peacefully, they will merit the second stage, the ultimate 
redemption; משם יקחך - Hashem will take you from there. 
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נוּ:  סֶה לְיוֹם חַגֵּ כֵּ קְעוּ בַחֹדֶשׁ שׁוֹפָר בַּ תִּ
)תהלים פא, ד(

Sound the shofar on the month, when it is 
hidden for the day of our festival.

The Midrash (Vayikra Rabbah 29:6) says that in 
the month in which the moon sets and which 
is a holiday for us, the shofar must be blown, 
and we must renew and improve our actions. 
And what month is that? It is Tishrei. Because 
Tishrei is the only month whose holiday — 
Rosh Hashanah — falls on the first day of the 
month.

Hashem wanted it to be so, to favor Israel in 
the judgment. Because [on Rosh Hashanah] the 
Satan accuses the Children of Israel, but 
Hashem tells him to bring witnesses. So, the 
Satan looks for the sun and brings him as a 
witness. Hashem asks the Satan, “And where 
is the other witness?” So, the Satan goes 
looking for the moon to bring her as a witness, 
but he does not find her because she is hidden 
that day. Thus, without two witnesses, the Satan 
cannot accuse, and Israel comes out of the trial 
innocent.

But this “trick” by Hakadosh Baruch Hu to 
get Israel off the hook could produce an 
unwanted reaction. A man might think that if 
he is going to get away with it in the end, then 
he can afford to do whatever sins he wants, and 
he won’t have to put in the effort to do teshuvah, 
because he isn’t afraid of coming out of the 
trial guilty.

That is why the verse first says to “sound the 
shofar on the month,” because it is known that 
the sound of the shofar introduces the fear of 
judgment in the hearts of men. This fear drives 
man to perform mitzvot and renew and improve 
his actions, straightening what he has crooked. And 
man should not fear the accusations of the Satan, because he will 
not be able to gather the two necessary witnesses, since the moon 
“is hidden for the day of our feast.” And indeed, that day is “the 
day of our festival,” because man has to trust that, through Hashem’s 
kindness, he will come out of the trial innocent. For this reason, 
the Sages said that for Rosh Hashanah a man should shave, cut his 
nails, and wear white, trusting that, by the goodness of Hashem, 
he will come out innocent.

(Zera Shimshon, parashat Emor, letter dalet)

נוּ:  סֶה לְיוֹם חַגֵּ כֵּ קְעוּ בַחֹדֶשׁ שׁוֹפָר בַּ תִּ
)תהלים פא, ד(

Sound the shofar on the month, when it is 
hidden for the day of our festival.

If on the day of Rosh Hashanah, the moon is 
hidden from view, why did the verse say that 
the moon is hidden “for the day of our festival”? 
The verse should have said that the moon is 
hidden “on the day of our festival”!

This can be understood from what our Sages 
of blessed memory said (Beresheet Rabbah 11:2), 
that after the sixth day of Creation there was 
no night, but the day continued to shine 
throughout the Shabbat; that is why there is no 
verse that says, “and it was evening and it was 
morning, the seventh day.” Furthermore, Adam 
Harishon was created on the sixth day, and it is 
known that that same sixth day was the first 
Rosh Hashanah in the world. It turns out that 
from the time the sun rose at dawn on the sixth 
day, it did not set until the end of Shabbat. This 
supports the fact that Rosh Hashanah is 
celebrated on two consecutive days, even in the 
Land of Israel; and it also supports what our 
Sages of blessed memory said, that the two days 
of Rosh Hashanah are one long day.

Now, since on the world’s first Rosh Hashanah 
the day shone consecutively from Friday to 
Shabbat night, the moon did not have to be 
present. That is why the verse said that the 
moon was hidden “for the day of our festival,” 
for that Shabbat night that did not happen she 
was necessarily hidden, because, what light can 
a “candle” (the moon) give in broad daylight?
We learn that Hakadosh Baruch Hu extended 

the day in this way on the first Rosh Hashanah 
because, as is known, light is mercy and darkness is 

judgment. Hashem wanted to treat His creatures with mercy on the 
day destined to be of judgment. ‎

That is why the verse says to sound the shofar, because, although 
the moon already existed in the world, she was intentionally hidden 
for the day of our festival. She was not necessarily hidden because 
of her monthly renewal, but rather she was hidden precisely so that 
the day of judgment on which the shofar is blown would be all 
mercy and the creatures are favored.

)Zera Shimshon, parashat Vayelech, letter het(

Rosh Hashana

ith the arrival  ith the arrival  
of the new year,of the new year,

we extend our gratitude to all those 
who support the World Organization 
for the Dissemination of the Torah of 

Zera Shimshon —
 to those who distribute the leaflets, to 
the teachers who give the classes, and to 
those who sponsor the dissemination of 
the Torah of the Zera Shimshon — for 
their help and dedication, both physically 
and materially, in fulfilling the request of 
Rabbeinu HaKadosh, the author of the Zera 
Shimshon, ZAL. Our achievement is your 

achievement.
May the merit of Rabbeinu HaKadosh 
stand in favor of all of you, that you may 
be inscribed and sealed in the Book of the 
Perfectly Righteous, and that you may be 
blessed with the choicest blessings from 

Heaven.

And may the coming year, And may the coming year, 
arriving upon us for good, arriving upon us for good, 

be a good, sweet,  be a good, sweet,  
and blessed yearand blessed year

a year in which we hear only good tidings, 
and may all the blessings of the Zera 

Shimshon be fulfilled in you:
“And your eyes shall behold sons and 
grandsons, like olive shoots around your 
table — wise and understanding, homes 
filled with every goodness, also wealth 
and also honor, never departing from your 

descendants.”
Amen, may it be His will.
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