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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the

Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoel Nachmeni zy"a,

author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,

who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth 

and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.

בסייעתא דשמיא

Zera ShimshonZera ShimshonZera Shimshon

The Protection That the Observance of 
Shabbos Provides For Us

בָרִים  ה הַדְּ אמֶר אֲלֵהֶם אֵלֶּ וַיֹּ רָאֵל  נֵי יִשְׂ ל עֲדַת בְּ ה אֶת כָּ קְהֵל מֹשֶׁ וַיַּ
וּבַיּוֹם  מְלָאכָה  ה  עָשֶׂ תֵּ יָמִים  ת  שֶׁ שֵׁ אֹתָם  ת  לַעֲשֹׂ ה'  ה  צִוָּ ר  אֲשֶׁ
ה בוֹ מְלָאכָה  ל הָעֹשֶׂ כָּ תוֹן לה'  בָּ שַׁ ת  בַּ שַׁ קֹדֶשׁ  יִהְיֶה לָכֶם  בִיעִי  ְ הַשּׁ

יוּמָת )לה א-ב(
And Moshe assembled the entire assembly of the 
Children of Israel and said to them: … For a period 
of six days, work may be done, but the seventh day 
shall be holy for you, a day of complete rest for 
Hashem…”. 

Rashi states that this assemblage took place on the 
day after Yom Kippur, when Moshe descended from 
the mountain. The commentaries all ask; what was it 
that made Moshe choose this Mitzvah of Shabbos, 
out of all the six hundred and thirteen Mitzvos, as the 
first Mitzvah that he would teach the Jews after 
coming down from the mountain?  

•  •  •
The Gemara in Shabbos )קיח ע"ב( saysאלמלי שמרו ישראל 

 If the Jewish people - שבת ראשונה לא שלטה בהן אומה ולשון
had only observed the first Shabbos, no race or nation 
could have assailed them. This idea  seems to be 
contradicted from the Gemara in Avodah Zarah )ה ע"א( 
which clearly indicates that ‘the nations and races 
were able to assail them’ was a punishment for the sin 
of the Golden Calf. 

We can answer this apparent contradiction by the 
means of another Gemara in Shabbos )שם( which 
teaches us that כל המשמר שבת כהלכתו אפילו עובד ע"ז כדור אנוש מוחלין לו - 
Whoever observes the Shabbos according to its law, even if he worships 
idols like the generation of Enosh he is forgiven. According to this, we 
can settle the contradiction as follows. Truthfully speaking, it was as 
a punishment for the sin of the Golden Calf that the ‘worldly nations 
were able to assail them’, as we learn in the Gemara Avodah Zarah. 
When the Gemara in Shabbos says that the ‘assailment of the nations’ 
was a punishment for the sin of desecrating the Shabbos, it only means 
that had the Jews observed the Shabbos, then their sin of the Golden 

Calf would have been forgiven in its merit, and no punishment would 
have been brought upon them. But because the Jews did desecrate the 
Shabbos, when it came to the sin of the golden calf they did not have 
the merit of Shabbos to absolve their sin, and were, therefore, duly 
punished with ‘the nations being able to assail them’. 

•  •  •
When the Jews sinned with the Golden Calf, it was such a terrible 

sin that the Jewish Nation deserved to be wiped out in its entirety. It 
was Moshe who then took upon himself the burden of ascending to 
heaven, while fasting for forty days and nights, to cry and plead on 

behalf of the Jewish Nation. Finally on the fortieth day, which 
was Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, Hashem 
acceded to Moshe’s entreaty, and forgave the Jews, at 
least partially.  

After forty long days of being up on the mountain 
pleading on behalf of the Jews, Moshe finally came 
down and had a strong message to give over to them, 
regarding the observance of Shabbos. Had they 
observed the Shabbos, then despite the terrible sin of 
the Golden Calf, they would have been forgiven in the 
merit of Shabbos, and Moshe would not have had to 
put himself through these forty difficult days in order 
to gain forgiveness for them. But because they 
desecrated the Shabbos and consequently did not have 
its merit, then as a punishment for the sin of the Golden 
Calf, a full annihilation was decreed upon them. When 
Moshe finally gained forgiveness for them, it was 
merely a partial forgiveness, as it only pardoned them 
from being completely annihilated, yet they were still 
to be punished by ‘the world’s nations assailing them’. 

When Moshe taught the Jews the Mitzvah of Shabbos 
as soon as he came down from the mountain, he was 
alluding to them the following advice.  Moshe was 
telling them that although they didn’t have the merit 

of Shabbos to prevent their  punishment, neither the original one of 
annihilation nor the ultimate one of ‘assailment by the Nations’, 
nevertheless if they would only begin to be more stringent with the 
observance of the Shabbos, through that virtue they would at least 
merit to be redeemed from their punishment, ‘assailment of the worldly 
nations’, as the Gemara in Shabbos )שם( teaches us thatאלמלי משמרין 

 If the Jewish people would only - ישראל שתי שבתות כהלכתן מיד נגאלין  
observe two Shabbosos according to their law, they would be redeemed 
immediately. זרע שמשון פרשתנו אות א 
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The job proposal that came by itself

The following is the anecdote that came to us  
from Mrs. L. T., from Hadera, Israel:

Since I was young, I was very skilled in the art of 
cooking and pastry. At each family event, I was entrusted 
with the responsibility of preparing the food. Whatever 
I did in the food field, the resulting dishes were very 
special. I liked cooking so much that after I got married, 
the first job I looked for to work was that of a cook. 
One day, I found a small ad placed in a restaurant 
that had opened in the area where I lived by 
which they were looking for cooks for 
full-day work. I contacted the owner, 
and, after a short job interview, I 
was accepted into the position. 
I was very happy; the working 
hours were comfortable for me, 
and the workplace was close to 
where I lived. But my joy did not 
last long. The restaurant owner 
was not recovering the money 
he had invested, he got into debt 
and difficulties and was forced to 
close the business. In this way, 
I found myself at home again, 
without a job.

Since I knew I had a good 
hand in the kitchen, I 
continued looking for a job 
in the field of cooking. This 
time, the search was more difficult. 
Over the course of long months, 
I looked for work by all possible 
means, asking family members 
and acquaintances, looking at the 
newspaper’s classified section, and 
even placing advertisements on the 
street. After a few months of search, 
I found out that an institution was 
looking for a cook; I proposed myself 
as a candidate for the position and 
after a short time I was accepted.

This job did not last long either. 
After a short period, a new manager 
came to administer the institution, 

who, among the various resolutions he made, decided 
to close the kitchen of the place, opting to resort to the 
services of an external catering agency that offered them 
a better price.

At this point, I was in crisis. My anguish had no limits. 
I felt that bad luck was haunting me, and this feeling 

was very difficult and terrible for me.

By this time, the Zera Shimshon 
bulletins were starting to be 

distributed around the area 
where I lived, and my husband 
brought home the bulletins from 
the synagogue. I read in one of 
them about the promise of the 
author of the Zera Shimshon, 
and I thought that perhaps I too 
could have the merit of receiving 
the blessing of the Tzaddik. 
Thus, every week I began to read 
the Torah words from the bulletin 
that my husband brought.

After just a few weeks, my 
brother, who runs a yeshiva, 
made me a job offer. The 

cook of the yeshiva that he 
administered went into retirement 
and he was looking for a good cook 
to take her place, so he offered me 
the position. Obviously, I took the 
job. The yeshiva that he administers 
has been established for decades, 
and, in addition to obtaining a 
livelihood, cooking for the young 
people studying in the yeshiva was 
a spiritual mission for me. I couldn’t 
hope for a better job than this! I had 
the merit of seeing with my own eyes 
that the blessing of the Tzaddik was 
fulfilled in the best way.

גבורת שמשון
סיפורי ישועה

הוצאת הגליון והפצתו לזכות

לעילוי נשמת 

שמואל בן לוי אטיאס ז"ל
היה רודף צדקה וחסד  נלב"ע כ"ג אדר א' ת.נ.צ.ב.ה. 

הוקדש ע"י נכדו דניאל ספיר
•

אברהם בן אסתר ז"ל  ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.
•

האשה החשובה גענענדיל בת פסח ע"ה  ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.

להצלחה וברכה 

דניאל אורי בן רגי'נה מלכה
להצלחה גדולה בכל הענינים בקרוב ובפרט בפרנסה ועשירות 

•
ברוך צבי ניסים בן שושנה לאה 

שיזכה לברכה ושפע בכל מעשי ידיו ופריצת דרך גדולה בעסק החדש שלו 

•
 רפאל דוד בן נעמי 

לבשורות טובות בקרוב ממש ולקבלת רשיון העבודה

•
יונתן שמואל בן רבקה דינה

שיזכה להשלים את העסקה בהצלחה גדולה וברווח נכבד

מתוך ברכת והבטחת הרב המחבר 

רבנו שמשון חיים נחמני זלה"ה
 בבקשתו ותחינתו בהקדמת ספריו

ועל  שפתם,  על  שמי  את  ישאו  ותלמידי  רעי  אחי  'למען 
לשונות  בעשר  כאשר  מותי,  אחר  בפיהם  שמי  יזכר  הטוב 
של תפילה אני מחלה פניהם, ובעל הגמול ישלם במיטב חיי 

אריכי ומזוני טפי לגומלי חסדים טובים'.
* * *

The Zera Shimshon 
 promised those who study his words:

 "May your eyes merit to see children and 
grandchildren, wise and perceptive, thriving as 
olive shoots around your table. And may your 
homes be filled with an abundance of good, with 
wealth and honor never ceasing from amongst 

your progeny."
The Yohrtzeit of the Holy Zera Shimshon zy"a is on 

Friday, the 6th day of Elul. Those wishing to partake in the 
expenses of the commemorative seuda should  

please contact Rabbi Pashkez at 347-496-5657.
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