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Those who gather on Shabbat to hear words of 
Torah testify, through their very gathering, that 

HaKadosh Baruch Hu created the world.
“And Moshe gathered all the congregation of the Children of 
Israel and said to them: ‘These are the things that Hashem has 
commanded to do.’” (Shemot 35:1)

The Midrash says (Yalkut Shimoni, Parashat Vayakhel, remez 408) 
that this is the only section of the Torah that begins with the 
expression Vayakhel :ויקהל( ‘and he gathered’). HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
said to Moshe: “Gather great congregations and teach them the 
laws of Shabbat, so that future generations may learn from you to 
gather congregations every Shabbat, in order that My great Name 
be glorified among them.”

We must understand the meaning of these congregations. It is 
also necessary to understand why only later generations required 
such gatherings, as implied by the words of the Midrash, while 
the generation of Moshe did not.

This can be explained by first introducing what the Tur wrote 
(Orach Chaim 268): “After the Arvit prayer of Shabbat night, 
“Vaichulu” is recited again, in order to testify together regarding 
the work of Creation.” The Taz wrote (ad loc., sub-section 5) that a 
person praying alone does not repeat “Vaichulu”, because 
testimony is not valid when given by a single person.

From this, it follows that to give testimony before HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu a public is required—that is, a full congregation of ten 
people.

Now, from the words of the Gemara in Tractate Pesachim (51b), 
it is deduced that when a person abstains from work on Shabbat, 
it is not necessarily recognized that they do so because of Hashem’s 
command, for there are many idle people who also do not work. 
But if everyone gathers in the same place to study or to hear a 
teaching of Torah, then the significance of Shabbat observance 
certainly becomes public knowledge. Everyone will see that the 
gathering takes place specifically on the day when work is 
forbidden because the Creator so commanded, in remembrance of 
the work of Creation.

According to this, we understand the importance of gathering 
congregations on Shabbat: by gathering, everyone testifies together 
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu created the world. Thus His Name is 
glorified, for He decreed that no work be done on this day, and 

they fulfill His will. The honor of Hashem that arises from a large 
congregation is greater than that which is produced when a person 
is alone.

However, all of this applies to later generations, who are dispersed 
and occupied with their work throughout the week. But the 
generation of Moshe did not need to gather [in this specific way], 
for they were all already congregated within the camp of Israel, 
and since their work was performed right there, their gathering 
was not something that stood out as distinct.

Furthermore, there was already great publicity for the Shabbat 
due to the fact that the Manna descended every day but did not 
descend on Shabbat. Therefore, it was not necessary to gather for 
a teaching for the purpose of making the honor of Shabbat public.
� (Zera Shimshon, Parashat Vayakhel, Art. 2)

Why the Gold of the Mishkan Atones  
for the Gold of the Calf

“All the gold that was used for the work, in all the work of the 
Sanctuary—even the gold of the wave offering—was twenty-
nine talents and seven hundred and thirty shekels, according 
to the sacred shekel.” (Shemot 38:24)

Our Sages said in the Midrash (Shemot Rabbah 51:8): “Let the gold 
of the Mishkan (Tabernacle) come and atone for the gold of the 
[Golden] Calf.”

The commentators wonder about this: What power does the gold 
of the Mishkan have to atone? If one suggests it is because they 
gave it voluntarily, that provides no explanation, for they also gave 
voluntarily for the Calf. Is someone worthy of praise if, when asked 
for something for a mitzvah, they give, and when asked for 
something for a transgression, they also give? Evidently, there is 
no merit in that; on the contrary, it shows a lightness of character. 
If so, how could they say that the gold of the Mishkan would come 
to atone for the gold of the Calf?

It can be explained in the following manner. To the eyes of the 
world, the gold and silver that the Children of Israel took out of 
Egypt might make it appear as though Israel were deceivers, 
thieves, or looters. However, we find it written: “Treasures of 
wickedness profit nothing” (Mishlei 10:2). Therefore, this would 
serve as a test and a sign: if it were seen that Israel prospered with 
the gold and silver they took from Egypt, then everyone would 
recognize that it did not come into their hands through deception, 
but because everything belongs to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and He 
gave it to them. But if it were seen that this same gold and silver 
caused Israel to stumble, then people would say that this misfortune 
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came upon them because they took it through deception and theft, and that it 
is not true—Hashem forbid—that everything belongs to the Creator.

For this reason, the Children of Israel argued that no stumbling block should 
arise from that gold they took from Egypt, but rather honor. And since that 
gold was used for the offering of the Mishkan, it necessarily had to be 
recognized that it had not come into their hands through theft, and that the 
sin of the Calf could not be considered proof to the contrary.

For Israel said: “He to Whom everything belongs—and by Whose will the 
gold and silver of Egypt came into our hands, just as He Himself commanded 
us—it is precisely for that same reason that He must atone for the sin of the 

Calf, so that no stumbling block comes upon us because of that money, nor 
will the nations say that we are thieves.

“On the other hand, if He grants us atonement and no stumbling block befalls 
us because of that gold, then all the nations will recognize and say that we 
took the gold and silver of Egypt because everything belongs to HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu; and the proof will be that no harm came to us because of it.”

As for the fact that Israel made the Calf, it must be said—as taught in the 
first chapter of Tractate Avodah Zarah (5b)—that Israel only made the Calf 
to open a door for those who wish to repent, or for other reasons mentioned 
by the commentators.�

(Zera Shimshon, Parashat Ki Tisa, Art. 19)

Parashat Hachodesh
Why the Mitzvah of Sanctifying the Month was 

Commanded Before the Exodus from Egypt
“This month shall be for you the beginning of months; it shall be for 
you the first of the months of the year.” (Shemot 12:2)

An appropriate explanation can be given as to why it was necessary to 
tell Israel the section regarding the sanctification of the month before 
they departed from Egypt. We must also carefully analyze the meaning 
of the words: “This month shall be for you.”

We find in the Mishnah (Eduyot 2:10) that the judgment of the Egyptians 
lasted twelve months. The Midrash (Shemot Rabbah 9:12) says that each 
plague lasted a quarter of a month, while the remaining days at the 
beginning of the month served as the warning period.

At first glance, it would seem that the judgment of the Egyptians lasted 
only ten months, as there were ten plagues. The Maharsha (Rosh Hashanah 

11a) explains that there must have been intermediate periods during the 
year in which there was neither plague nor warning; therefore, when the 
Sages say the judgment of the Egyptians was twelve months, they mean 
that twelve months elapsed from the beginning of the plagues and their 
warnings until their conclusion.

However, even according to this explanation, it is necessary to understand 
why the process was structured this way and did not simply consist of 
ten consecutive months of plagues without interruption.

It can be explained as follows: the Divine Name Havayah (the 

Tetragrammaton Y-H-V-H) expresses that Hashem is the One who gives 
existence to all things. Just as He created the world out of nothing and 
granted it existence and permanence, that very principle was denied by 
Pharaoh, who maintained that everything stemmed from fate, the stars, 
sorcerers, and the like.

For this reason, HaKadosh Baruch Hu desired that the punishment of 
Egypt last twelve full months, so that the judgment would be extended 
throughout that entire time. In this way, Pharaoh could not say: “If this 

month had passed, the fate or the influence of that [next] month would 
have saved me.”

Therefore, his judgment deliberately lasted twelve months, corresponding 
to the twelve signs of the zodiac, and also corresponding to the twelve 
tribes—who are compared to the stars and constellations—as well as the 
twelve diagonal boundaries that HaKadosh Baruch Hu established in the 
creation of the world, which was created through His Name.

These also correspond to the twelve combinations of the Divine Name 
Havayah, for in each month a different combination of the Name and one 
of the twelve constellations dominates. All of this corresponds to the 
twelve tribes and the twelve boundaries of Creation. Therefore, Egypt 
was punished and judged under all the combinations of the letters of the 
Divine Name.

Now, twelve times the Name Havayah (26 times 12) has the numerical 
value (Gematria) of the word chodesh (חֹדש—‘month’, which equals 312). 
Therefore, at the conclusion of that judgment which the twelve 
combinations exercised over Egypt—since the wicked convert the 
Attribute of Mercy into the Attribute of Justice—Hashem gave Israel the 
mitzvah of sanctifying the month and said to them: “Hachodesh hazeh 
”.shall be for you (’This month‘ )החודש הזה:

That is to say: those twelve combinations, whose numerical value 
corresponds to that of zeh :זה( ‘this’, which equals 12) and chodesh :חֹדש( 

‘month’, which equals 312), which acted with judgment against Egypt, shall 
be for you a source of goodness and mercy.

Based on the above, it can also be explained that the mitzvah of 
sanctifying the month was commanded because when a person sees the 
renewal of the moon and recites the corresponding blessing, they are 
proclaiming the renewal of Creation, which is one of the foundations of 
faith. Thus, one recognizes the Divinity of the Creator of the World, who 
renewed Creation in the same way He renews the moon each month, as 
Rabbeinu Bachya writes (Shemot 12:2).

And this is precisely the opposite of the belief held by the wicked 
Pharaoh.� (Zera Shimshon, Parashat Bo, Art. 6)
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