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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the

Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoet Nachmeni zy'a,
author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,
who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth
and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.
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How The Descendants Of Eisav Were Able To
Defeat King Shaul
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Hashem said to Moshe, ""Say to the Kohanim, the sons
of Aharon..."

The Midrash 0 mrmynw v expounds on this
Passuk as follows. 117 ,nwn% n"apn nRINW TN
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showed Moshe all of the future Leaders, Judges
and Kings that He will appoint over the Jewish
Nation. Hashem also showed Moshe how King
Shaul and his children will fall to the enemy's
sword. Moshe told Hashem, "The first King that
You anoint over Your children shall be slain with
the enemy's sword?" Hashem responded, "To me
you say this? 'Say to the Kohanim' whom he
killed, and who accuse him". [Ed note: We need
to realize that King Shaul was of the greatest
of our People, and it is beyond our
comprehension to understand why he felt it
was permitted and even necessary for him to
kill the Kohanim, nevertheless, according to
his level of greatness, Hashem did consider it
a sin.]

We need to understand what it was that

troubled Moshe. Moshe asked, 'The first King that You anoint
over Your children shall be slain with the enemy's sword?'. It
seems that he was only disturbed because it was Shaul, who
was the first anointed king, that was slain by the enemy's sword.
Why would he be less bothered if it was the second or third
king, or if he was slain in any other manner other than by the
enemy's sword?
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Additionally, we need to understand Hashem's response. For
Hashem's reply, 'Say to the Kohanim whom he killed, and who
accuse him', implies that it was only because of the accusation
of the Kohanim whom he killed that Shaul deserved to be slain.
Why would he not deserve to be punished for the sin itself, even
without their accusation?
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The commentaries discuss why it was specifically the tribe of
Binyamin who merited to have one of its own tribe members,
King Shaul, to be anointed as the very first
king over the Jewish People. They explain it
as follows. After Yaakov left Lavan's home, he
made his way back to his father. On the way,
he and his children met his brother Eisav, and
in order to appease him they bowed to him in
an expression of honor. At that moment when
they bowed to Eisav, they had essentially
subjugated themselves to him, and no longer
had the ability to take away reign over the land
from his descendants. Only Binyamin, who
was not born at that time and therefore never
bowed before Eisav, was able to take their
reign away and bring it over to Yaakov's
descendants.
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When Yitzchok blessed Eisav before he
passed away o muxay he said, n°nn 720 %1 -
By your sword shall you live. What bothered
Moshe was; how can it be that Shaul, who
merited to take the reign from the descendants
of Eisav due to his being a descendant of
Binyamin who never bowed and subjugated
himself to Eisav, will be slain by Eisav's descendants over whom
he had essentially defeated.

Furthermore, the Zohar ¢ nwm tells us that when Hashem
offered the Torah to Eisav's descendants they told Him that they,
who live by their sword, cannot accept the Torah, which clearly
prohibits killing people. Rather, they told Hashem, let Him offer
the Torah to the descendants of Yaakov. Hashem asked them,
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"How can I [so to speak] convince Yaakov's
descendants to accept the Torah?" To which they
replied, "Bequeath them a portion of our blessing, so
that they too can use the sword, at least when
punishing those who deserve to die". Accordingly,
Moshe was additionally bothered; how can it be that
Eisav's descendants, who granted at least partial
rights over the sword to the Jewish People, should be
able to use the sword to slay Shaul, who was anointed
king over the Jewish People?

To this Hashem replied, "Say to the Kohanim whom
he killed, and who accuse him", with which He was
alluding to the following. When Shaul slayed the
Kohanim unlawfully, he had essentially used the

The lost item that was finally found

power of Eisav. By doing so, he had submitted to
Eisav's power, in direct contrast to his grandfather
Binyamin, who had never submitted to Eisav. As
such, in accordance to his own actions, he no longer
deserved the kingship which he only inherited due to
his grandfather never having deferred to Eisav. And
although his grandfather's merit was not diminished,
nevertheless because the Kohanim whom he slayed
were accusing him, their accusations towards him
overpowered his grandfather's merits, and thus Eisav's
descendants were able to overcome him. Additionally,
because he unlawfully used Eisav's sword to slay the
Kohanim, he himself deserved to be slain by Eisav's

sword, as well. (R IR 1NWID TYNY YIT)

The young man Y. V., from one of Benei Brak’s important yeshivot,

recounts his anecdote:

Some time ago, one fine day my shoes
disappeared. They were very expensive shoes
and that caused me enormous sadness. At first,
Isearched in my room in the yeshiva dormitory,
and since I couldnt find them there, I started
looking throughout the yeshiva; in the Beth
Hamidrash, in the classrooms, in the dining
room, in the backyard and by the dormitory.
However, I did not find the slightest trace of my
expensive shoes.

Since I knew that it had been difficult for
my parents to buy shoes like those new ones,
I continued my search, while making all
my friends and acquaintances participate.
Obviously, they, too, dedicated themselves to
the search, and furthermore, they added all
the other youth of the yeshiva to the important
mission. Even so, the shoes did not appear.

In the middle of the search, one of my friends
told me: “You already made your effort and
did your part. Perhaps you should make your

spiritual effort now and study from the book
Zera Shimshon. That way you will have a
spiritual help to find what you lost.” I didn't
have many options left, so I accepted his advice.
Iwent up to the Beth Hamidrash, took the book
Zera Shimshon, and began to study from it, to
be worthy of the blessing of its author. About
twenty minutes passed and, in the middle of my
study, one of the young men from the yeshiva
arrived carrying in his hands what I had lost.
My shoes were finally found!

What had happened was that the cleaner, who
was new to the job at the yeshiva, innocently
thought that the shoes that were found next to
the bed in the bedroom should be put in the lost
and found room, which is far from the yeshiva.
It hadn't occurred to me to look there. And by
the merit of studying the auspicious book Zera
Shimshon, the friends who were in the search
came to that place and found my precious
shoes.
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To subscribe, please send a request to zsen@zerashimshon.co.il or visit our website at www.zerashimshon.com

To hear Shiurim given in many languages on Sefer Zera Shimshon please call 716-229-4808
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